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GREY OWL : Richard Attenborough's production

It is hard to believe that the first mention of a possible film on

Grey Owl by Sir Richard Attenborough, appeared in Bulletin 12 (pp.15- 16)
(1993). Since then, the progress of the film and its final release,
have been covered in all subsequent Bulletins. There are still a few
more snippets of information and a few more comments from members and
these are listed below :

0il rig cinemal A friend*recently reported that Grey Owl was shown to
divers on an o0il rig in the North Sea (about 60 miles from the Dutch
coast) on 28 January 2002. It would be interesting to know what the
deep sea divers thought of it! (* Pauline Davidson).

Sweden., Anne Bjork wrote last Christmas to say that she had recently
seen the film in Sweden (Uppsala?).

i . B

The above framed print of The Mermaid Inn,
Rye, with a photo of Pierce Brosnan alongside,
hangs on the wall at Reception, The star
stayed at this 15th century Inn during the
shooting of the Hastings scenes in the film,
He has signed 1t 'Pierce Brosnan : Grey Owl'l

cont...



Grev Owl film cont..

Correspondence

Member, Mrs. Dorothy Hunt from Nottingham, wrote early in the year :
'eeol have alsoc now seen the video of the film...I bought it with some
misgivings thinking it may fall short in the coumplex story of G.O.

How wrong I was...It is a bezutiful film and, although it obviocusly
cannot get in all the details, it captures (for me) the essence and
spirit of the story. Pierce Brosnan and Annie Galipeau could not be
bettered; and in fact I understand better the influence of 'Pony'...
I shall treasure the video zand view 1t many times...'.

Mrs., Catherine Carpenter of Little Clacton, continues to generously
support the Society and wrote to us last December that as a member of
the Society she felt that she belonged 'to a large family world wide,
who all share the same interests', adding that 'Grey Owl has been an
interest in my life since a youngster'. On the film (see Cathy's
comments in Bull.20:3), she writes that 'After hiring the Grey Owl film
for one session only, one tends to view it in haste, so I have
relentlessly chased the hiring company to allow me to buy the wvideo
outright. After many broken promises of when it would be available for
purchase, I am now told it will definitely be mine after Christmas - a
reat souvenir for my Grey Owl collection...'e.

Bob Richardson (Grey Owl's son-in~law) wrote that he 'believed Sir
Richard Attenborough did a top-notch job with the creation of the film,
and to me it struck the epitome of the purpose of both Grev Owl and
Anahareo's life'.

Margaret Wolley wrote after the failed auction (see pp;5—6), 'T am
wondering if the film was a mistake as I know the Canadians did not rate
it very highly or him after it was made, I thought he was a very unusual
and entertaining character, who dared to lead the 1life he had craved all
his young life and for many years did a very convincing job of it! And in
the end did a lot of good on behalf of conservation.,..'. We replied to
Margaret that we didn't think that the film was a mistake, There were
quite a number of good reviews (listed in previous Bulletins), but these
were, admittedly, outnumbered by poor ones. Perhaps we should remember
that R.A's Chandi was poorly received at first; now, of course, it is
rated very highly!

Hastings % St. Leonards Museum Association. Marion Purdey, in her
Chairman's Report (Autumn),” referred to the film., Between the end of
September 2000 to January 2001, the Museum 'arranged a display on the
making of Richard Attenborough's Grey Owl to coincide with the release o
the film in the United Kingdom (Bulletin 19:12). Lord Attenborough
generously donated items from the film sets to the Museum. He also
requested that the takings from the special showing of the film at St.
Mary In the Castle be divided between the St, Mary in the Castle Trust
and the Museum. This was an exciting event for Hastings and for the
Association particularly as some of our members were involved with the
making of the film,..'. Marion did go on to say that it was a
'disappointment 21l round! that the film had received so0 many poor
reviews, but we replied that there were a number of good reviews (see
slso comments to Margaret Wollevy's letter above) and we must not overlook
this factl! Marion's Report is always lengthy (5 pages) and interesting
and covers, of course, many other subjects/aspects of Hastings Museum!
{Autumn 2001).
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Grey Owl film cont..

Brazil! A neighbour of the Taylors (Pat Newman ) borrowed the video
of the film : 'Just returning your video with many thanks for lending i
to us., As we had just returned from a meeting of the Hastings Natural
History Society it seéemed an appropriate time to watch it last night and
it made a nice end to our evening, and guite thrilling to see your names
come up on the credits. Alex (Pat's son} first enjoyed watching it in
Brazil, where he was able to hire it from the local shop in the small
town of Amambai near the Paraguayn border (in English with Portuguese
sub-titles) and yet it seems ironic that they don't stock it here in
HASTINGS! It was of special interest to me having recently returned

from a visit to Montreal and Toronto...'.

ct

knl

Felicity Phelps (see p.19 ), wrote last November 'we had the Grey Owl
film video out and enjoved it. I liked the bit where he visited his
aunks'.

Judith and Frank Worthy, Australian members wrote in February '...no
sign of the film here yet - hope we haven't missed it'.

Bryn Oliver: 'Re. the ambivalent and controversial reviews of G.O.

(the man and the film) proves to me that he still is a very fascinating
and enigmatic man! e.g. 'Iron Eyes Cody' the famous 'Indian' actor was
secretly an Italian ex-tradesman wasn't he! He was in a film 'Grayeagle'
which featured an Inishinabi village on Bear Island-type setting'.

Margaret Charko wrote 'I thought the article written by Pedro and Frances
Pra-Lopez was very interesting...' (see Bulletin 20:4-5),

Peter Leney (see p.20 ) e-mailed Rich Gralewski. 'I had a guick holiday
look at the video and really liked the input of Grev Owl's daughter by
the first marriage as well as the man called Caskell....Brosnan..sounded
good and honest. I have to watch it again with more concentration'.

Lewes, East Sussex. The film was shown on 12th July at Lewes, as part
of the Tom Paine Project 'Revolution to Revolution', Ahout 150 people
turned up (see Stop Press, p. 28 for further details).

Sky Movies Premier (T.V.) Grey Owl was shown on Sky on Sunday, 13

October, 2002, at 7.15 a.m. and 1.15 p.m, Listed as a 'Biographical
L] 9, & = S

drama' with a 3-star rating (see Radio Times, 12-18 October:90-91).




Kenneth Conibear (1907-2002)

We were very saddened to learn that Xen died on October Lin, at the
age of 95,

Many members will rememdb
in 1988, when he lectured

his experiences on tour

pages of The Tree at the

Ken was Grey Owl's Manager on the second U.K. Lecture Tour in 1937 and

o

in December of that vear, Grey Owl acted zs XKen's best man when he

married Barbara Linke. He was a Rhodes Scholar and a lecturer in

m
]
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]

English Literature at Simon Fraser Jn;ve;81*v, British Columb

ia
many years, in addition to being the author of five books. Hi

o

Northland Footprints (1936) is "trapper's tale' written 'imaginatively

and affectionately of the wild things, and his observations have the

authority that comes from his many vears in the HNorth! (Literary distory

of Canada, edited by Carl F. Klinck. University of Toronto Press,1966:337).
Ol vanaug, . W

Ken was a Vice-President of The Grey Owl Society and wrote an essay

for the Centenary Bulletin entitled 'Grey Owl In England' (Bulletin 7:
14-17). See the same Bulletin (p.2) for a short 'Pro
After his first wife died, Ken married Marilyn (in 19
and they had twelve happy years together. lember Arthu

T
Tina, made annual visits out to the Conibears and were fortunate enous gh

to see Ken a few weeks before he died. Another good '0ld timer! hasz

A &JQ}Q S Colin and Betty Taylor
October 2002

Outside the White Rock Theatre, Hastings. 18 September,
1988 (G.0. Centenary Week). 1. to r, Xen Conibear,
Barry Johnson, Arthur ! fike Johnson, Don Smith,
Colin Crocker.



GreyOwl'soldtreasures

readyfor auction

CANADA

WATIONAL POST, THURSDAY, MAY 30, 2002

(See following page)

Grey Owl fought a campaign aga.iimf trapp‘ing' beayers. Above, his
bronze letter opener, tomahawk pipe and beaded knife sheath are set

for auction on June 8 in_'Burna]:py. B.C.

COULD FETCH $125,000

By MARK HuME

| VANCOUVER - A 77-vear-old

hunter and trapper from
Saskatchewan has put up for auc-
tion some rare personal posses-
sions of Grey Owl, the most fa-
mous conservationist ever pro-
duced by Canada. ‘

The auction includes some of
Grey Owl’s favourite possessions,
including a tomahawk pipe, a
beaded knife sheath (knife includ-
ed), some framed photos, a collec-
tion of books, a folder of docu-
ments and a bronze letter opener.

The pipe and knife sheath are
the most prized items and are
seen with Grey Owl in many of
the most famous pictures of him.

“The tomahawk pipe was one of
the most important things to
him,” said Jeff Harris of Seahawk
Auctions.

“He often posed with it. And he
wore the beaded knife sheath every

day. It was with him all the time”

M. Harris said few of Grey Owl’s
personal items have survived.

“It’'s very unusual to come up with
it. T was totally thrilled,” he said of
being contacted by the consignor,
whose nameis not being released.

Mr. Harris, whose company spe-
cializes in auctioning Indian arti-
facts, was contacted about four
months ago. He went to meet the
consignor, verified the authentici-
ty of the material, and brought it
backto Vancouver for auction.

Mr. Harris said the owner re-

ceived the material as a birthday
present 50 years ago from
Yvonne Perrier, Grey Owl’s
fourth wife.

Mr. Harris said the items were
well cared for over the decades.

“They were definitely treasured
pieces. I think he was a true cus-
todian,” Harris said.

An international sensation in his
day, Grey Owl wrote four books.
toured Europe speaking to huge
crowds and gave a command per-
formance at Buckingham Palace
for King George VI, as he cam-

paigned to save the beaver.

It was only after his death in
1938 that people learned the no-
ble, beautifully articulate Indi-
an chief — portrayed by Pierce
Brosnan in Richard Attenbor-
ough’s 1999 film, Grey Owl —
was really an eccentric English-
man named Archibald Belaney:

Grey Owl, who looked resplen-
dent in buckskins and feathers,
was born in 1888 in Hastings,
England.

He came to Canada in 19070 be-
come & trapper in northern Mani-
toba and Saskatchewan. Years lat-
er, he emerged from the wilderness
as Grey Owl, and began his cam-
paign against the trapping of
beavers, which he portrayed as in-
telligent, gentle creatures,

The Grey Owl collection will
be auctioned, along with more
than 800 authentic Indian arti-
facts, at the Radisson Hote] in
Burnaby, B.C., on June 8. Mr.
Harris estimates the Grey Ow!
materials will sell for $125,000.

National Post
mhume@uvan.nationalnost.com




iL artifacts put up for auction in Canada (see vrevious page)

A number of artifacts that had belonged to Grey Owl, were put up for
auction by Seahawk Auctions in Burnaby, British Columbia, on June 8, 2002.
The items included Crey Owl's pipe tomazhawk, knife and beaded knife sheath,
bronze letter opener, framed photographs, some books and a folder of
documents,

The reserve price for the collectiion (Lot 966) was Canadian £125,000 !

Hence, the final result; the itewms were not s0ld - the bidding did not
even start. The 'asking price' was far too high, subseguently interested
prospective purchasers (such as Hastings Museum, Prince Albert National
Park and various individuzls) d4id not bid.

iPossibly one of the reasons why the owner, Mike Wytosky, valued the items
so highly, was that he originally believed that the pipe tomahawk had heen
given to Grey Owl by King George VI. This was not, in fact, the case.

The tomahawk had been made up by the first President of The Grey Owl Society,
Edward H, ('Ted') Blackmore and the head had been cast in brass by a
blacksmith at Hailsham, near Eastbourne, East Sussex! The fact that it
had not been presented to Grey Cwl by the King was confirmed to Colin
Taylor in a letter from Lovat Dickson on 23 July, 1985: 'I do not know the
origin of the pipe tomahawk', L.D, wrote, 'but I am sure that King George
VI....did not give it to him...'. For a fuller account of Colin's visit

to Mike Wytosky during the Grey Owl Festival at Prince Albert Hational Park
in July 1985 (when, incidentally, Wytosky valued the tomahawk at £35,000)},
see Bulletin 4:2ﬂ

The following press/internet coverage of the auction has been sent in by
various friends and members and we are very grateful to them : Mike Cowdrey,
Hugh Dempsey, Alison Brown (Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford), Richard and Wendy
Johnston, Michael Plumbe, Don Smith, Ralfe Whistler and Margaret Wolley.

. & Maureen Coppack.
30 May 2002 National Post (Canada) 'Grey Owl artifacts slated for

auction block in B.C.'

1 June Calgary Herald '"Grey Owl's goods set off auction
fever'! (illustration)

1 June Okanagan Press (Canada) 'Grey Owl artifacts under the

* % hammer'

7 June Hastings & St.L. Observer 'Grey Owl's weapons go under the
hemmer'!

8 June The Vancouver Sun 'Grey Owl's widow gave away relics

& 'Grey Owl artifacts in Burnaby
auction',

8-9 June Internet. Sea Hawk Auctions. Lot 966 (4 pages illustrations)

11 June The Vancouver Sun 'Grey Owl artifacts fizzle at
auction'

11 June Calgary Herald 'Grey Owl artifacts a bust at
auction'

12 June Internet. ' ditto !

14 June Hastings & St.L. Observer 'Grey Owl : no bids'

19 June ADNEWS (Bexhill?) 'Grey Owl : no bids!

N.B. We also received letters from both Hargaret Charko (7 June) and

Margaret Wolley (21 June), concerned about the lack of interest in/
very high price of, these items.
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#% 1 June London Free Press (Ontario)
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“ GREY OWL
1936
BY KARSH









































































