
The Nineteenth Centur,y, 1800-29 

92. In February of 1800, Philemon Wright and a party of hired men and their families 
left Massachusetts to work in the unsettled area of what later became Hull. Mter 
being assisted by a friendly 'savage', Wright and his men arrived at their destination 

in March and began clearing the land: 

As we commenced cutting and clearing, the chiefs of two tribes of Indians that 
live at Lake of the Two Mountains, came to us, and viewed all our tools and 
materials with astonishment, and would often whoop and laugh, as they were quite unacquainted with tools or things of that nature. They also viewed with 
astonishment the manner in which we harnessed our horses, and oxen, &c., all 
being harnessed in pairs. They seemed to view all our things, cattle, &c., with 
great pleasure; some of them fetched their children to see the oxen and horses, 
they having never seen a tame animal before, being brought up near the great 
lakes upon the westward, they would also ask the liberty of using one or two of 
our axes to see how they could cut down a tree with them as their axes are very 
small, weighing only half a pound, our axes weighing from four to five 
pounds. When they had cut down a tree, they would jump, whoop and hurra [sic], being quite pleased with having cut down a tree so quick They received 
a glass of rum each, and returned to their sugar-making in the greatest harmony. They continued very friendly to pass backward and forward for about ten days, 
often receiving small presents for which they made me returns in sugar, venison 
&c. Their chiefs assembled together, and procured an English interpreter of the 
name of George Brown, formerly a clerk in the Indian trade, who also had an 
Indian wife and family, and spoke both languages. They requested him to 
demand of me by what authority I was cutting down their wood, and taking possession of their land. Two which I answered -- by virtue of authority 
received at Quebec from their Great Father who lived on the other side of the 
water, and Sir John Johnson, who I knew was agent in the Indian department, for through him they received their yearly dues from the Government. 

They could hardly suppose their Great Father, or other person at Quebec, 
would allow me to cut down their timber, and clear their land, and destroy their 
sugaries and hunting ground without consulting them, as they had been in the 
peaceable and quiet possession of these lands for generations past. I must 
consider that these falls and rivers were convenient for them to carry on their 
business, and that their families wanted support as well as mine. 

I told them that I had got regular documents from their Great Father, which I 
had received at Quebec, and also orders from Sir John Johnson so to do; and I had been to my country, being five hundred miles distant and brought all these 
men and materials to carry the business into effect, and the documents I was 
ready to produce when regularly called for; and I had further to state to them, from the mouth of Sir John Johnson, that if they injured me, or any of my 
property, to go and make complaint to him, and I should have remuneration out of their yearly dues. 

They believed that if I had stayed at home it would have been to their interest, as they had great dependence upon that situation, it being the chief hunting- 
ground, sugaries and fisheries, &c., which was the chief support of their 
families, and they were afraid of further difficulties that would arise between 
us, such as taking their beaver, destroying their deer, breaking up their 
sugaries, and causing a deal of trouble; that I must know that clearing off the forest was driving back their game, which would totally dislodge them of their 
former expectations. 

I told them that they must be sensible that the tools and materials which I had 
brought were not for hunting or fishing, but for the clearing of land, and I should endeavour to protect their beavers and fishing-ground, but as to the sugaries, them I must make use of, as the land was already given to me. I 
would observe further to them, that this establishment would be a great 
convenience to them, and was intended so by their Great Father, to have a 
settlement and mills in order to supply them with all their provisions instead of going to Montreal, which they knew was a dangerous and difficult passage. 
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They answered, we know the passage is very difficult, and are surprised how 
you found the way here with all these men, baggage, and cattle. The white 
people always tell us fair stories to drive us back; you tell us that you come here 
for fanning, and that you will protect our beaver hunts, fisheries, &c.; but we 
know that you have got guns, powder and shot -- what are you going to do 
with them? We observed that all our farmers where we come from keep guns, 
powder and shot to protect our farms, such as killing hawks when they come 
upon our poultry, the squirrels that eat our grain in the fields, bears when they 
kill our hogs and calves and wolves when they kill our sheep. 

They then said, that is all very good, if used for that purpose; but if you do as 
other white people have done, you will make use of the guns for killing our 
beaver, deer, otter, musk-rats, and bears; we are afraid you will not be 
contented upon your own lands, but will go out at a distance to our ponds and 
take our beaver, and then, for retaliation, if we should come and take your sheep and cattle, that will bring on difficulties and disputes and that will not 
answer. You say that our Great Father is making this settlement for our good, 
but we are afraid it will be to our disadvantage, instead of doing us good. I told 
them I had received strict directions to use them well, and I intended to do so; 
and if they would go to their sugaries, and collected all the materials that they 
wished to part with, as they had fmished making sugar, that I would pay cash 
for them at a fair price. 

They agreed that this was very fair, and accordingly it was done, and the 
amount was paid, which was under five pounds; and they assured me, that as I 
appeared to be very honest and fair with them, they would always be so with 
me, and that they had one more offer to make me -- that if I would give them 
thirty dollars they would give up their claim to the lands, I told them that I had 
offered to shown them all my tides for their Great Father, and would wish to 
have them produce their titles, as that was the way we white people made our 
arrangements respecting lands, and I could not give them any money on account 
of the land business until they produced me papers that they had a right to them. 
They observed to me that they did not make the arrangements themselves with 
the Great Father, but it was made by their ancestors prior to their doing 
business, and they had no papers to show at this time, but that they always supposed they had an undoubted right to the lands from what their fathers had 
told them, together with the islands in the river; as they had in Montreal given leases of some for those islands before Peter Lukin, notary public, particularly 
an island called Studdier's Island, in the rapids of the Long Sault about seventy 
miles below, and they were willing that we should make further inquiry respecting the same. I said that, according to the information I had collected 
from their Father at Quebec, they had no positive right to any lands, nor could they hold any title in their own capacity, and if they had leased any lands, they 
had done wrong, for they knew that they received annual presents from the 
Government, which were on account of their relinquishing all claims to the 
lands. They observed that if that was the case it was hard on them, as their 
annual presents were but trifling, and they would revert to their superiors, to 
decide that I should go to Montreal to Sir John Johnson, Mr. Lee, the 
Commissary of the Indian Department, and to Mr. Lukin; I agree; I agree to go 
the next moon, and their answer was to be decisive. I accordingly went the 
next moon, and Sir John Johnson told me, the Indians had no right to the lands 
for they had their presents in lieu of the lands and that they could not hinder me 
from the lawful possession of it; I also went to Mr. Lee, and he told me the 
same, I then went to Mr. Lukin, and asked him if he had ever made out the said 
lease to Mr. Studders, and he told me he had done so. I asked him if he 
supposed he had any right or authority to do so; he observed, that that was 
more than he could answer -- he made it his rule, as a notary public, when the 
persons came to him, and asked him to do a piece of writing between them, that he did it according to their directions, and it was their business to understand 
the propriety or impropriety of the same. 

I returned home to Hull, and made my report, in the following manner to the 
Indians: -- That Sir John Johnson, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Lukin had observed to me 
that they had no right to the lands, as they received presents as a compensation; 
and requested me to observed to them, that their Great Father expected them to 
treat me as the owner of the soil, and not to injure any of my property in any 
manner, and to treat me as their brother, and for me to use them in as friendly a 

manner as circumstances would allow, and to tell them that they must not lease 
any lands or islands; if they did, it would have a tendency to destroy their yearly 
presents. They answered, that they had never understood it in that nature, but they did not know that they had any reason to dispute the report made by me, although it appeared hard to them, and they found that they had not the 
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advantages they thought they had before, and, for the future, I should always 
find them friendly. 

They then agreed that I should be a brother chief, and if any difficulties 
occurred, it should be settled by mutual agreement amongst the chiefs. Then 
they proceeded to crown me in their usual manner, as a brother chief; and we 
dined together, and kissed each other's cheeks, and a number of other 
ceremonies passed, too numerous to mention -- such as burying the hatchet, 
and a number of other usual Indian formalities. Since which, we have often 
assembled together in the greatest harmony in both villages, upon various 
occasions all of which has been with the greatest friendship and good 
understanding, without having to revert to one question for the law to decide. I 

must acknowledge, that I never was acquainted with any people that more 
strictly regarded justice and equity, than those people have for these past twenty 
years. 

After having arranged with the Indians, we continued cutting down and clearing 
a spot for the erection of a house, and we continued cutting and clearing, and 
erecting of the buildings, for the accommodation of the families and men. 

[Document No. SS-70, pp. 6-10] 

93. On March 10, 1802, the Indians of Lake of Two Mountains leased t~o small islands 

in the Ottawa River to John Whitlock. An excerpt of the text of the lease follows: 

... of paYment to fall due on the said first day of the month of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and three, and as such continue annually during the said 
time, to have and to hold. Especially and by privilege on the said mill, which 
will remain loaded, appropriated, bound and mortgaged, that the said lessee his 
heirs and successors, to be held to build and maintain as such and in good state 
the said mill that the said rent can be not bothered with thereon and permitted for 
each year, to be [illegible word] the said lessee, his heirs [illegible words] to 
render the said mill at the end of the said nine hundred years in good state of 
large and small repair, subject to the opinion of experts and knowledgeable 
people, to whom the parties have agreed. 

With the purposeful agreement for the frrst payment of the said rent which falls 
due on the said frrst day of May, one thousand eight hundred and three, the said 
Mr. lessee will not be held to furnish the said quantity of three hundred [?: 
"planches"], but an amount of five livres true currency of the province in 
penalty. Whereas &c. promising and obliging and renouncing and made and 
given to the said Vaudreuil in the house of Mr. John Marc de les dernier 
[illegible word]. The year one thousand eight hundred and two the said month 
of March after noon in the presence of the said Mr. John Marc de les dernier 
[illegible word] & François Mallet, father of the said Vaudreuil witnesses, one 
of whom has signed with the said Saro tharie & Thas Sagroathon and the said 
Mr. lessee, and the other with the said Laroniontye having declared to not know 
how to sign have made their marks, a reading having been made such as it is 
supported in the record of the presents. Signed with marks Saroniontye, 
Sarotharie, novenennita[?], Peter Thassagrothon, John Whitlock, François 
Mallet ... 

[Translation from French] 

[Document No. 75] 

94. Algonquins and Nipissings fought for the British in several campaigns during the 

War of 1812. They served with a contingent of 120 "Indians" from Lake of Two 
Mountains under Captain D. Ducharme at Beaver Dam in June 1813. They were also 
listed as fighting with interpreters John Baptiste de Loirmier and Chinic. [See 

Document Nos. 76 and 78.] One of the Algonquin Chiefs under whom they fought 

was Amable Chevalier or Pawquokoman. This Chief later petitioned the government 
to be reimbursed for goods he had distributed to Indians at Michilimackinac. [See 

Document No. 90.] 
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95. In 1816 and 1819 the Mississaugas consented to two further land surrenders; the 

latter cession covered another portion of the lands involved in this claim. In 

preparation for these surrenders the government consulted with the Mississaugas. 

The following letter from John Ferguson, Resident Agent for Indian Affairs at 

Kingston, to William Claus, the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, dated 

March 8, 1816, outlined the questions he discussed with two principal men 

concerning the area which was to be included the surrender of 1819: 

Upon receipt of your order of the 22nd ulto, the Indians were immediately sent 
for; the two Principals came. After making the communication as you directed, 
their answer was That there would be no interruption on their parts, either as to 
the surveying or immediately settling the Lands in question; that they cannot say 
to a certainty whether these lands were purchased formerly, or not, but they are 
of opinion they were not: And that no other Indians than themselves (the 
Missaueas) have any claim to them. that the claims of the Ntpissines and 
Aleonquins do not cross the Ottawa River [emphasis added]. They were 
informed that in the event of its proving that these lands have not already been 
purchased and paid for, they will be remunerated by the Government, with 
which they appear to be perfectly satisfied. There are but very few of them, so 
that the expense will not be very great. 

Ferguson then described the lands included in the Crawford Purchase of "1783 or 4" 

and another purchase not related to this study, as he remembered them. He 
concluded that the lands it was proposed to surrender "appear" to have already been 

purchased: 

. .. It therefore appears to me that the tract has actually been purchased, and it 

appears to be as laid down by the colour map of the late Deputy Surveyor 
General David William Smith Esquire. This is all the information my memory 
at present affords me on this subject. 

[Document No. 82] 

96. The Mississaugas made a provisional agreement with the Crown in 1819 for the 

purchase of a large tract of land, part of which overlaps with the Algonquin claim. 
The provisional agreement was finalized in 1822 and is known as the Rideau 

Purchase. By this purchase both the Crown in Upper Canada and the Mississaugas 

implicitly recognized the Mississaugas claim to the area}3 

97. In the same period that the Mississaugas were treating with the officers of the Crown 
in Upper Canada to surrender the lands they claimed in Southeastern Ontario, the 

Algonquins were voicing their land concerns to the Governor of Lower Canada. On 
September 2, 1820, several Algonquin and Nipissing Chiefs of the Lake of Two 
Mountains addressed the following petition to Lord Dalhousie: 

That the number of settlements growing considerably for several years in the 
places where they were accustomed to hunt, and the game becoming distant as a 

result of these new habitations, the petitioners find themselves in great need, 
which can only increase from day to day by this use of their lands on which 
they do their hunting. 

That in the last war with America, after having given several times unequivocal 
proof of their entire devotion and of their sincere attachment to His Majesty, His 
Excellency Governor Prevost promised them that in remuneration for their 
services, and to reward the valour and exploits of their young men in different 
engagements, he would accord them lands on which they might support their 

33 For a more thorough discussion of this purchase, Vol. 3 - Purchases and Treaties in the Ottawa River 
Watershed: 1783. 1784. 1819. and 1923. 
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families being the only ones of all the Indian villages deprived of that 

advantage. 

That by a Proclamation of the seventh of October Seventeen Hundred and 
Sixty- Three. the Government accorded them exclusively their hunting grounds. 

That formerly Governor Carleton eave them all the islands in the Ottawa River 
from the Isle aux Tourtes where their old villaee was situated. up to Lake 
Nipissine [emphasis added]; but until this day. though their ownership of these 
islands is not disputed. they have been unable to exploit them because they have 
not yet got the titles. 

Filled with confidence then in the paternal goodness of His Majesty toward 
them. they dare to take the liberty to approach Your Lordship and to ask of him 
the titles and patents for the aforementioned islands which are unpatented. as 
well as such other lands which Your Lordship will be pleased to accord them 
for their hunting. 

And for that favour they will not cease to wish for Your Lordship's 
preservation. and they will endeavour with new ardour on all occasions when 
His Majesty will be pleased to employ them. to bear witness to Him of their 
attachment. 

Laurent Kisinsick 
First Nipissing Chief 

Pierre Louis Constant Pinincy 
First Algonquin Chief 

In. Bte. Schnagmichique 
2nd Chief 
Bernard Wabonad 
3rd Chief 
Amable Chevallier 
4th Chief 

Certified and witnessed in the presence of the undersigned witnesses at the Lake 
of Two Mountains this 2d September. 1820 

D. Ducharme Barnet Lyons 

[Translated from French] 

I. Dept. 

[Document No. 86] 

98. On February 9.1821. Sir John Johnson forwarded this petition to Colonel Darling. 
the Military Secretary responsible for Indian Mfairs in Lower Canada. together with 
the following comments: 

While up at Argenteuil a Deputation of the Algonquin and Nipissing Nations 
waited on me with the Petition which I now have the honour to enclose. and to 
request you will lay before His Excellency Lord Dalhousie for his 
Consideration. and pleasure thereon. This to be Accompanied by a Map Drawn 
out by themselves of their Native Country. on which they have Described the 
Parts they wish to Obtain a Grant of. and I have no doubt they would be 
Satisfied with that part described near to Lake Nipissing 

_. 

I beg leave to Observe that their conduct from my Arrival in this Province in 
The Month of June 1776. and during The Whole of the Revolutionary War, and 
that of the late American War. 34 Was such as to entitle them to every mark of 
favour and distinction, having never wanted to swerve in a single Instance from 
that strong and faithful Attachment to His Majesty's Person and Government. they so early. and so Unequivocally evinced at the Commencement of the 
American Revolution. 

[Document No. 89] 

The map which accompanied the petition has not been located. 

34 
The War of 1812. 
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99. John Mclean, a Hudson's Bay Company [hereafter referred to as HBC] employee 

stationed along the Ottawa River from 1821 to 1833, made the following 

observations on the village at Oka in 1821: 

The village of the Lake of Two Mountains is inhabited by two distinct tribes of 
the aborigines--viz. the Iroquois and the Algonquins; the latter are a tribe of the 
Sauteaux nation or Ojibbeway,35 and live principally by chase. The former 
cultivate the soil, and engage as voyageurs, or in any other capacity that may 
yield them the means of subsistence 

... 

The Catholic seminary and church, along with the gardens of the establishment, 
almost divide the village into two equal parts; yet this close proximity does not 
appear to encourage any friendly intercourse between the two tribes. They in 
fact seldom pass their respective limits, and, with few exceptions, cannot 
converse together, the language of the one being unintelligible to the other. 

[Document No. SS-69, pp. 11-12] 

100. John McLean wrote in the spring of 1822 that Iroquois trapped along the Ottawa 
River and on the outskirts of the Algonquin territory. [Document No. SS-69, pp. 
24.] 

101. In August of 1822, McLean was posted at Lac des Chats, "where the greater number 
of the Indians pass on their way going to or returning from their hunting grounds" 

and "After the beginning of September the natives began to pass for the interior". 

[Document No. SS-69, pp. 20, 29.] 

102. On August 9, 1822, William McDolel presented the following petition to the Earl of 
Dalhousie, Governor General of Canada, in relation to a lease for islands in the 

Ottawa River, which had originally been granted the chiefs of the Lake of Two 
Mountains: 

That your Petitioner is in possession of two certain Islands on the Ottawa 
River, in virtue of a Lease granted by the Chiefs of Lake of the two 
Mountains, - the original of which Lease and the transfer thereof to your 
petitioner are herewith. 

That it is surmised, the said ~ cannot be Valid or secure the possession of 
the premises to your Petitioner, in as much as the said Indian Chiefs had no right or title to dispose of them by Lease or otherwise, the sole claim and 
interest in them being vested in the King's Government. Therefore your 
Petitioner in Order to remove all doubts, humbly begs leave to submit the 
question of Right to Your Excellency, praying that your Excellency would be 
pleased either to confirm his present Lease of those Islands, or grant him a 
Lease of them on such other terms agreeably to his Majesty's Instructions, as to 
your Excellency shall seem meet. Your Petitioner at the same time presume, to hope that your Excellency will consider his claim preferable to that of any other applicant, as he has for some time resided on the largest Island, known by the 
name of Bachelor Island on which he has made considerable improvements in 
erecting Buildings and clearing land of which he will produce proof if required, 
- all which your Petitioner humbly submits to your Excellency's Consideration 

[Document No. 92] 

35 
McLean is mistaken. The Algonquin and Ojibway languages are very similar yet separate Algonquian languages. The tribal groups are also separate. Saulteau is the name given to another Algonquian group very close to Ojibway linguistically and ethnographically. It was generally used to describe people living to the 
west of Lake of the Woods. At some periods. Saulteau was used interchangedly with Ojibway. 
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103. A map produced to show the location of native people in 1823 shows occupation of 

the Ottawa Valley at that date. The population figures were collected from 

documentary sources the dates of which are indicated. There are two Algonquin 

groups located within the Ottawa Valley watershed.36 A comparison with the table 

produced from the 1630 map shows that the population declined over the first two 

hundred years of European contact 

Group NamelNames location estimated PQPulation 
Algonquins Grand Lac/Coulonge 300* 

Algonquins on east side of Lake Temiskaming 280>0 

Algonquins Lake of Two Mountains 355 

Nipissings Lake of Two Mountains 250 

Mohawks Lake of Two Mountains 282 

* based on incomplete population data 
00 1823 population data 
population based on 1827 data unless otherwise specified 

Two other Algonquin groups are shown just outside of the watershed area. There 

were 82 AIgonquins at Trois Rivières in 1827 and 330 Algonquins at Lake Abitibi in 

1823. 

Non-Algonquin groups closest to the watershed include 80 Mississaugas at 
Kingston/Gananoque (1827) and 59 Ojibways at Lake Nipissing (1840). [See Map 
No. 21.]37 

104. HBC trader John McLean was ordered to go to Fort Coulonge in June of 1823. 

With regard to the Indians at that post, McLean stated: 

The Indians attached to this post speak the Sauteaux language, and are 
denominated 'Tetes des Boules' by the French, and 'Men of the Woods' by the 
other Indians. Although so near to priests and ministers, they are still Pagans, 
but are nevertheless a quiet harmless race, and excellent hunters. The greater 
part of them originally belonged to Temiscamingue, and were drawn to this 
quarter by Mr. Godin [belonged to North West Company]. A considerable 
number of Algonquins also trade here, where they pass the greater part of their 
lives without visiting the Lake. The people appear to me to differ in no respect 
from their heathen brethren, save in the very negligent observance of certain 
external forms of worship, and in being more enlightened in the arts of 
deceiving and lying. 

The natives having been all supplied, had taken their departure for their hunting- 
grounds by the latter end of August... [pp. 40-41] 

Later, posted at Lac des Chats once again, McLean visited the Fort Coulonge District: 

I arrived at Fort Coulonge about noon next day, where I passed the night, and 
started for the outpost. Here I remained two days, and would have remained 

36 
Mohawks and Algonquins are counted at Lake of Two Mountains. 37 
Canada Native Peoples 1823. Canada Geographical Services Division, Canada Centre for Mapping. National 
Atlas of Canada 5th Edition, Energy Mines and Resources, 1988 MCR 4094. 
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still longer, had it not been discovered one morning that our o~pon~nts were off 

in the direction of my outpost on the Bonne Chere. As the Indians In that 

quarter were excellent hunters, and owed me much, I deemed it advisable to 

follow them. .. [po 79] 

[Document No. SS-69] 

105. On August 25,1824, Sir John Johnson forwarded another petition to Colonel 

Darling. In this letter, he refers to the refusal of the Government to grant the 

Algonquins and Nipissings title as they had requested in their petition of September 

2, 1820 [quoted above]. The Crown's policy was to keep the land open for all 

nations: 

I have the honor of transmitting to you herewith a Petition addressed to me, 
sometime ago, by the Chiefs of the Algonquin, and Nipissingue Tribes of 
Indians, residing at the Lake of the Two Mountains. 

As the substance of this Petition has been already submitted to the Commander 
of the Forces, and His Lordships decision thereon having been communicated 
to me, in your letter of the 5th of August l822, I have been hitherto deterred 
from forwarding it, But, I am now induced, at the urgent request of the Chiefs 
to beg that you will be pleased to lay it before His Excellency the Major General 
Commanding - and I have only to add, that from the experience of many years, 
I can, with confidence, recommend these Indians, as deserving of every 
considerations. 

[Document No. 95] 

The actual petition could not be located. However, it appears from Johnson's letter 

that the Algonquins and Nipissings were reiterating their claim to islands on the 

Ottawa. 

106. Subsequently, on October 29,1824, Captain J. M. LaMothe of the Indian 

Department forwarded the following information to A. K. Johnson, Secretary of 
Indian Affairs, regarding the land claims of the Algonquins and Nipissings: 

I have the Honour to transmit you for the Information of the Honble. Sir John 
Johnson, Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, a Map of the Tract of 
Country claimed by the Algonquin and Nepissingue Indians as their Hunting 

grounds with a Memorandum explaining the extent thereof I also transmit the 
copy of the Proclamation of Sir William Johnson in 1763---and Copies of the 
Proceedings of two Councils of Said Algonquin and Nepissingues dated 14 
July 1791 & 19th July 1798, which have also reference to the Said Hunting 
Grounds, which is all the Information I have been Enabled to obtain regarding 
these lands. 

[Document No. 96] 

[The proceedings of the councils mentioned above were set out in this report in 

paragraphs 84 and 91 respectively. See Document Nos. 62 and 73.] 

107. Attached to the letter was the following "Memorandum to accompany the Indian Chart 

of the Ottawa River". This memorandum is one of the most detailed descriptions of 
the lands claimed by the Algonquins and Nipissings: 

The Algonquin and Nepissingue Tribes have from time immemorial occupied as 
hunting grounds the Lands on both sides of the Ottawa and little Rivers as far as 
Lake Nepissingue; that is to say both banks of the Ottawa and of the 
Matawangue River (called by the Voyageurs the little River) to the height of 
land dividing the waters of Lake Nepissingue from those of the said little River; 
as also the Countries Watered by all the streams falling into the said Ottawa and 
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little Rivers, North and south to their sources. This tract is bounded to the 

southward by a Ridge dividing the waters which fall into the lakes and into the 

St. Lawrence from those falling to the Northward and into the Ottawa River. 

The computed distance from the Township of Hawkesbury (Pointe D'Orignal) 

to Lake Nepissingue by Canoe Navigation is 117 leagues, of which the Ottawa 

River forms 100 to Matawangue where it is joined by the Little River. The 
settlements extend at present to near one third of the distance. 

These are the Hunting grounds which the two Tribes of Nepissingue & 

Algonquins conceive they have a right to occupy as such in consequence of 
their being so long in possession and having been as they conceive further 
confmned to them by the act of their father Sir William Johnson in 1763: 

Settlements have been formed on a very considerable part of their lands, 

without their having received any compensation for the same, which they are 
informed is not the case in regard to other tribes whose lands are required by the 

Government for Settlement. 

The Chart of the lands in question which this accompanies has been made by 
the Indians, and merely Copied and corrected as to relative distances by a 

Draftsman. 

Note 

Distance from Hawkesbury to Lake Nepissingue--- 

Extent of the settlement on the Ottawa River --- 
from Hawkesbury 
Remain 

117 

27 

90 leagues 

(The length of the Ottawa River to the Temiscamingue River is 100 leagues38 

and the Temiscamingue River begins at the junction of the .1.i.t1k Rim with the 

Ottawa at Matawangue [Mattawa].) 

[Document No. 96] 

The chart referred to in the memorandum has not been located. 

108. On November 5,1824, Sir John Johnson forwarded Captain LaMothe's 

memorandum to Colonel Darling, together with the following analysis of the 

situation, including Johnson's understanding of the aboriginal system of land tenure: 

I would have replied to your Letter of the 28th of September at an earlier period, 
but I could not sooner obtain the necessary information, in consequence of the 
absence of the Al~onQuin and Nlpissin~e. Indians. who had dt(parted for Their 
Huntin~ Grounds before Your Letter was received [emphasis added]. 

I have now the honour to transmit to you a copy of a communication received 
from Captain LaMothe of the Indian Department, together with Copies of the 
Papers referred to by Him, and a Plan of the Grand River, Shewing the Extent 
of Country originally claimed by the Algonquin, and Nepissingue, Indians as 
Hunting Grounds. 

By His Majesty's Proclamation dated the 7th October 11QJ., a copy of which is 

herewith enclosed39, you will find that it is expressly Provided that the Indians 
shall not, under any Pretense whatever, be deprived of the Lands claimed by 
Them; unless they should be inclined to dispose of Them, in which case They 
are to be Purchased for the Crown only, and at some Public Meeting to be Held 
for that purpose. 

Notwithstanding which, Extensive Grants have been made of the Territory 
claimed by the Algonquin, and Nepissingue Indians, without any compensation 

3 8 A league is about three miles. 
39 The copy of the Royal Proclamation printed in the Sir William Johnson Papers and included in the package of 

primary documents under date 1763/10/07 included a marginal note in Sir John Johnson's handwriting "At 

the earnest Request of the Algonkins I put my name to this. John Johnson" This may be the copy of the 
Royal Proclamation sent to Colonel Darling in 1824. Johnson's reference and endorsement of the Royal 

Proclamation with regard to the Algonquin and Nipissing claim indicates that in his opinion that their lands 

were under protection of the Royal Proclamation. 
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whatever being made to Dlml, although in all cases where Lands claimed by 
other tribes are required by Government, they have been Purchased at a 

Stipulated Price, or some other compensation made to the Indians in Obedience 
to His Majesty's Commands. 

The Algonquin, and Nipissingue, Indians, unlike the other Tribes in Lower 
Canada, do not Possess any Land from which a Revenue is derived, and have 
heretofore depended upon their Hunting for Support. And although they have 
not failed to view the Progressive Settlement of Their Hunting Grounds as a 

Breach of His Majesty's Proclamation, They for several years abstained from 
making any representation on the subject; but finding of late that the Settlement 
of the Country, and the indiscriminate, and injudicious destruction, by the 
Settlers, of the Beaver and other Animals, from which the most valuable Furs 
are obtained is likely soon to deprive Them of the means by which They have 
hitherto supported their Families, They very naturally solicited the interference 
of the Government. 

Your letter of the 5th of August 1B22, in answer to Their former Application, 
was to Them a source of much surprize, and dissatisfaction--- In that Letter 
Their Request was not only refused, but They were informed that the other 
Tribes have an equal Right with Themselves to Hunt upon those lands which 
for ages have been reserved for Their use only - 

Upon this subject, I deem it proper to observe to you, that the Huntinf: Grounds 
of the various Tribes of Indians Inhabitinf: these Provinces were orif:Ïnally 
defined amonf: themselves. and the Boundaries of each Tract perfectly 
understood by Them [emphasis added]. Any encroachment by one Tribe upon 
the Lands allotted for the use of another, is viewed by Them in precisely the 
same light, as is, the Invasion of one Civilized State by another, and would 
occasion Hostility between Them, and I have reason to apprehend that should 
any of the other Tribes, upon the Authority of Your Letter, encroach upon the 
Hunting Grounds of these Indians, They will avail Themselves of that Power 
which Providence has given Them to resist such an attempt and it is very 
probable that if something is not done on the part of the Government to prevent 
the Settlers on the Grand River from Hunting upon the unoccupied Lands 
claimed by these Indians, some Lives will ere long be sacrificed. 

By the accompanying Plan, you will perceive that the Territory claimed by the 
Algonquin and Nipissingue, Indians, includes a considerable Portion of Settled 
Country; these Indians do not however ask, or expect, that what is already 
Granted will be restored to Them; All that They at present desire, is, that 
Government will secure to Them, by a written Instrument, the Exclusive 
Privilege of Hunting upon such Parts of the Tract claimed by Them, as are now 
unoccupied. That a Proclamation may be Issued Forbidding all Persons from 
encroaching Thereon and that in the Event of further Settlement of Their Lands, 
They may be compensated for the same, in such manner as will enable them to 
Support Their Families. 

It appears to me that a due regard to Justice, and to the Benevolent Intentions of 
His late Majesty, as set forth in the aforementioned Proclamation, render a 

compliance with Their request both reasonable, and expedient; and when it is 
remembered that these Indians have been always distinguished for Their 
Loyalty, and general good Conduct, especially during the American Rebellion, 
when Their attachment to His Majesty's cause was most Conspicuous, I trust 
that the countenance and Protection of Government will be extended to Them in 
such a manner as may convince Them that Their good conduct and Services are 
not forgotten. 

I beg leave to enclose herewith a copy of an "Ordonnance" Issued in the year 
.l15.Q by the Marquis De La Jonquiere, at that time commanding in this country, 
which relates to the Encroachments of the Inhabitants upon a certain Tract of 
land reserved as Hunting Grounds for the Abenaquis Indians of St. Francois, 
and Forbids Them from encroaching Thereon for the future---something of the 
Same Kind would, I conceive, answer in the present Case, Forbidding all 
Persons from Hunting, or in any manner Trespassing upon the Lands claimed 
by the Algonquin and Nipissingue Indians, and reserved to Their use as 
Hunting Grounds by His Majesty's Proclamation of 1763---and I request that 
you will be pleased to submit the same for the consideration of His Excellency 
the Major General Commanding the forces. 

[Document No. 97] 
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Johnson's description of the land claimed by the Algonquins and Nipissings appears 

to have been based on his long acquaintance with their claim. The plan referred to in 

the text has not been found. 

109. HBC trader John McLean was stationed at Lac des Sables, on the Lièvre River in 

1826. This post was about 20 miles southeast of Maniwaki. His description of the 

area, which included the post at Fort Coulonge, suggests that some Algonquins did 

not travel to Lake of Two Mountains. He also indicated that Têtes de Boule were 
trading at Fort Coulonge and that they had previously been trading at Temiscaming. 

[Document No. SS-69, p. 40.] 

110. The Algonquins and Nipissings drafted another petition on December 5, 1826, and 

their marks on this document were certified by an affidavit dated February 19, 1827. 

In this document they again requested compensation for the lands taken from them by 
the government -- an area they estimated to be one-third of their hunting grounds on 
the Ottawa River, between Hawkesbury and Lake Nipissing: 

That about ~ third of Your Petitioner's hunting lands had been taken within a 

few years by Government and laid out in Townships for the settlement of the 
whites and no compensation whatever has been made to your Petitioners for the 
same. 

Iluu, they foresee, that the remainder of their lands will soon be taken away 
from them for the same purpose, without compensation, and they - your Excellency that in such case they will become quite destitute and deprived of all 
means of supporting their families, having no other property that they can call 
their own. 

That the Indian Tribes of Upper Canada ~ ~ always indemnified for their 
lands, when taken away by Government for Settlement purposes and Your 
petitioners are quite confident, that your Excellency will be pleased to treat them 
as favourably, and with the same consideration as their Indian tribes of Upper 
Canada are accustomed to from the Government of the Province. 

Wherefore Your Petitioners; fully relying on the Justice and munificence of 
Your Excellency humbly pray, that your Excellency may be pleased to appoint 
one or more Commissioners, to ascertain what extent of ~ has been actually 
~ fmm ~ and to fix the amount of indemnity which your Petitioners are 
entitled to receive for that part of their hunting lands thus taken away fm: ~ 
settlement m 1hk Whites, or that will be taken hereafter by the Government for 
the same Q[ anx ~ pUll>oses, should Your Excellency think proper to 
indemnify your Petitioners for their land agreeable to the report which the 
Commissioners shall make upon their claims and may be pleased also to cause 
such compensation or indemnity to be made to your Petitioners in such a 

manner as Your Excellency shall in your wisdom conceive to be most 
convenient for the relief of Your Petitioners. 

[Document No. 98] 

111. On February 28,1827, Colonel D. C. Napier, the "Right Arm" [assistant] to the 

Military Secretary, advised Darling of the Algonquin and Nipissings' petition: 

At the earnest request of the Grand Chiefs of the Algonquin and Nipissingue 
Indians, I beg leave to Submit for your favourable consideration the 
Accompanying Petition from the Tribes whom they represent, praying, that the 
Commander of the Forces may be pleased to institute farther inquiry respecting 
their Land Claims, which have been already before his Lordship, And that 
Commissioners may be Appointed to investigate and report upon the same, and 
to determine the amount of Compensation to the Petitioners for the proportion 
of Land, which shall appear to have been taken from them by the Government, 
or that may hereafter be required for the purposes of Settlement, upon the 
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principle laid down in His Late Majesty's Proclamation of the 7th October 
llli.. 
I am also requested by these Chiefs to solicit for them Your protection and 
support on the present occasion and to express their belief, that tbro' your 
intercession their Oaims will be speedily recognized and satisfied provided they 
are found to merit the consideration of their Great Father. 

From the Uniform practice of the Government of Upper Canada, in the like 
Cases, and the pledge contained in the Royal Proclamation before mentioned, 
(an extract from which is enclosed.) the Petitioners consider themselves equally 
entitled to indemnity with the Other Tribes of Indians, whose Hunting Grounds 
have been taken by His Majesty's Government in that Province for Similar 
purposes. 

[Document No. 99] 

112. On June 11, 1827, James Givens, the Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Upper 

Canada, met with "the Mississagua Nation from Rice Lakes, Mud Lakes, and Crow 
River"40 who were alleging incursions into their territory by the Indians of 
Caughnawaga and Lake of the Two Mountains. The following record of the 
proceedings was forwarded to Major General Darling under a covering letter dated 

June 13, 1827. [See Document No. 103.] 

Father, Patache a Chief spoke to the following Effect, During the life time of 
Co!. Claus, we were directed to Communicate to him through the 
Superintendent at this Post [York] any Complaint or Grievance under which we 
Laboured. 

Father,- We have therefore now to State that Our Brothers of Caughnawaga and 
of the Lakes of the Two Mountains, having exhausted their own hunting 
Grounds are encroaching on Ours and destroying the Beaver.- 

Father,- During Co!. Claus's life time we had a Father with whom we Could 
Communicate and now we have equal Confidence in you in the hope of having 
Our Brethren put under a proper Restraint, especially as they say that by the 
Laws of Lower Canada, they do not look on us as Indians and that we do not 
possess, nor would they allow us to claim any portion of Land and that every 
man of them will Come on Our Lands, that we may do our worst and that if we 
wished to go to War, they were Ready also. - 

Father, The Traders advised us to Call on you to prevent the effusion of blood 
and to redress the grievance of which we Complain. 

Father- We have also to Complain of a Number of White people who trespass 
On Our Lands.- 

Father- The Principal Chief of the Mud Lakes District is dead, and we wish to 
Revive the Chieftainship in the person of his son.- 

Father- We have said all we have to say: We now wish to know when we may 
expect to Receive our Presents.- 

~ 

Children I am happy to see you, your Words have been taken down and shall 
be Communicated to your Great Father. I cannot inform you, at what period 
you will Receive your Presents, but you will be made acquainted therewith in 
due time as also of such Answer as may be received from your Great Father on 
the subject of your complaint.- 

[Document No. 102] 

40 Rice Lake, Mud (Curve) Lake, and Crow River are west of the Ottawa Valley. Reserves belonging to United 
Indian Council of Mississauga and Chippewa Nation [UICMCN] bands are now located in that area. See Y2.1.. 
4. Part B - ConteIT\POrary Aboriiinal Communities in the Vicinity of the Ottawa River Watershed for details. Unfortunately, correspondence does not indicate where the incursions took place or the extent of the hunting 
grounds claimed by the Mississaugas. Due to overlap between Algonquin and Mississauga claims, this 
information has been included in the report 
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113. The Mississauga complaints were immediately drawn to the attention of Lt Colonel 

Napier, who informed Darling on July 21 that he intended to discuss them with the 

Indians of Lower Canada: 

I have the honour to Acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 14th instant, 
transmitting for my information and Guidance the Copy of a Letter which You 
had on that Day Addressed to Lieut Colonel Givens, with a Copy of a Minute 
of His Majesty's Executive Council of the 21 March last, relative to the Claim 
Set up by Some of the Indian Tribes to the exclusive Right of Fishing and 
Hunting on Certain Tracts of Land Claimed as their own - Also enclosing for 
my perusal Colonel Givens's Letter of the 13 June with the Proceedings of a 

Council held with the Mississauga Indians of the Rice Lakes, Mud Lakes and 
Crow Rivers.- 

In obedience to your directions on the subject of the above mentioned Papers I 

shall take the earliest Opportunity to explain to the Iroquois of Caughnawaga, 
and to the whole of the Indians in this District, in the Dearest and Strongest 

Manner, that any attempts on their part to disturb or molest any other Tribe 
under the Protection of their Great Father in Either Province, or to resort or 
punish by Personal Violence any Supposed Act of Intrusion or trespass by any 
other Indian or white Person on their Lands, will Subject the offending Parties 
to the utmost penalty of the Law, besides the total discontinuance of His 
Majesty's further Bounty to the Whole Tribe.- 

Having taken a Copy of Colonel Givens's Letter of the 13th Vito, and of its' 

Enclosure, I beg leave to return the Originals Agreeably to your desire.- 

QDocumentNo.106] 

114. The next day, as promised, Napier met with the Iroquois at Caughnawaga to deal 

with the Mississauga complaints. While it is not clear whether any of the hunting 

grounds in dispute at this time are part of the lands involved in this claim, the 

following reply of the Iroquois chiefs to the complaint provides information about the 

Algonquin/Nipissing hunting grounds: 

The Chiefs replied as follows: 

That there were only 3 Individuals of their Tribe employed in Hunting during 
the last year and that these men Confined their excursions to the Ottawa Branch 
of the Matawaska River and to the bank: of the latter River which has been 
always Considered to belong to the Algonquins & Nipissingues of Lake of 2 

Mts.- 

The Chiefs also declare that they know nothing whatever of the threats 
Attributed them by Mississaugas, but as 2 of the 3 Indians mentioned in the 
foregoing paragraph are still absent, they are of course ignorant of what may 
have taken place between these men and the Mississauga Indians. The Iroquois 
Chiefs further stated that they have heard of a Council which took place not 
long Since between the Iroquois of the Lake of 2 Mts. & the Mississaugas, and 
have been told. That the many differences between these Nations were fully & 
Amicably arranged at that meeting - they concluded by assuring the RA [Right 
Arm] of that they know nothing further of the Subject of the late Council with 
the Mississaugas.- 

The RA afterwards explained to their Chiefs in the clearest manner (the desire of 
his Lordship the Comm of the Forces) that the Chiefs present unanimously 
expressed their intention to enforce obedience to these Orders & to the Law in 
all future Cases in which any Individual of their Tribe may be Concerned as 
well towards Indians as White Persons.- 

The following insert in quotation marks appears at the bottom of the page. 

any attempt on the part of the Iroquois Indians to disturb or Molest any other 
Tribe under the protection of their Common Father in either Province or to 
resort or punish by Personal Violence any Supposed Act of intrusion or 
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trespass by any other Indian or White Person will subject the offending Parties 
to the upmost penalty of the Law besides the total discontinuance His Majestys 
further Bounty to the Whole Tribe. 

[Document No. 107] 

115. In the same month, the Algonquins and Nipissings were complaining about 

encroachments on their territory by non-Indians. On July 14,1827, Colonel Napier 

issued the following instructions on the matter to Superintendent James Hughes: 

The Algonquins & Nepissinque Chiefs having stated to me that a Mr. Barnet 
Lyons is Concerned with Certain Other Indian Traders in a Conspiracy to 
deprive these Tribes of the profits of their Chace [sic] by Means of Emissaries 
in his and their employ, I have to request, that you will very minutely 
investigate all the Circumstances Connected with this Complaint during your 
Visit to the Lake and make a Separate Report to me on the Subject for the 

information of the De. Supt. Gen. upon your return to Montreal. 

[Document No. 104] 

116. In accordance with these instructions Hughes prepared the following report on July 

20, 1827, which gives some insight into the organized use of their hunting grounds: 

The Algonquin and Nipissingue Chiefs complain greatly of one Barnet Lyons 
and other traders whom they say induce strangers to go and hunt beavers and 
other furrs on their hunting grounds, which lands they say they look upon as 
their property, having been in possession of them time out of mind: they say 
they have been nursinl: these lands by refraininl: from huntinl: on certain parts 
of them for a year or two at a time so that the Beavers and other Wild Animals 
may multiply [emphasis added].41 

They beg & pray that their father the Superintendent General Maj. G. Darling 
will adopt some means to put a stop to their being molested by Intruders; they 
say they wish to live in peace with all, but that they cannot answer for what 
might happen should they find strangers hunting on their grounds as they 
would be depriving them of their own property and livelihood. 

[Document No. 105] 

117. The government's policy of allowing equal access to the hunting grounds along the 

Ottawa River, as first outlined by Lord Dalhousie in 1822, coupled with changing 

economic conditions, brought the Algonquins and Nipissings into conflict with the 

Iroquois. On July 29,1827, the Algonquins and Nipissings presented the following 

petition on the matter of Iroquois encroachments to Lord Dalhousie, the Governor of 
Lower Canada: 

That- from Time Immemorial the Algonkin & Nipissingue Indians of this 
Mission have been in possession of Certain Lands bordering on both sides of 
the Ottawa River, and have always had the exclusive privilege of Hunting on 
the same, under the protection ofRis Britannic Majesty's Government.- 

That- for some time back Many Indians of the Iroquois and Abenaquois Tribes, 
and Others, under an Idea of having an equal claim with the Algonkin and 
Nipissingue Tribes as to the Right of Hunting on these Lands, have frequently 
made excursions thereon, committing considerable damages, destroying the 
Beaver without any regard for the future, so it is much to be feared these Lands 
will eventually become entirely Ruined, and the numerous Families of the 
rightfull Owners of the soil will be reduced to the Most abject distress.- 

That- driven by Necessity to preserve their means of subsistence and a Property 
which has never yet been disputed, they would not nevertheless wish to employ 
violent methods, nor disturb the Peace of the Country, nor make use of their 

41 
This was a common aboriginal conservation practice. 
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Arms in any Other Manner but against the Enemies of His Majesty's 

Government, under the protection of which they have hitherto had the 
happiness to Live. They therefore Hope and Pray Your Excellency, the Worthy 
Representative of their Common Father, will deign to pay Attention to this, th~rr 

Humble Petition, and take in your Wisdom such measures as may leave them In 
quiet and peaceable possession of such Lands as they have hitherto enjoyed by 
inheritance from their Forefathers.- 

That- they supplicate Your Excellency to issue immediate Orders so as to put ~ 
stop to any further ravages being committed on their Lands by the said IroqUOIS 
and Abenaquois Tribes or any Others and also that an Indemnification be made 
them for the losses they have already sustained- 

Pierre Louis Constant Penaise 

Laurent Keseinsique 

Amable Pakwakwana 

Principal Chiefs 

Jean Bte. Mackwa 
Michel Paysindawa 

Mathias Chabakawache 
Benj. Osawakik 
Louis Jahinguay 
Jos.Paykakakhetche 
Jacques Kotinona 
Louis Nikik 
Amable Naywachaykijike 

War Chiefs 

Japatis Kikons 
Jnias Ketogeachitch 

Simon Kigegoanton 
Atgentanagke 
Meiagichiwats 

Migounnale 
Kosigessgiteh 
Ignace Chawainabois 
Francois Otik". 

[Document No. 108] 

118. In August 1827 there was a council at which hunting territories were discussed. 

Captain Ducharme reported to Colonel Napier that the Iroquois had been allotted 

lands south of the St Lawrence while the Algonquins and Nipissings inhabited the 

lands watered by the Ottawa River: 

Please excuse me for taking the liberty of informing you of the rights of each 
nation. The Iroquois received as their allotment the St Lawrence River, on the 
islands of which they have their settlements and properties and their 
seigneuries, and from which they even get monies from the Americans for the 
said lands. The Algonquins received the south shore of the Ottawa river, and 
the Nipissing, the North shore of the said river. The said lands were divided up 
among the families, who developed them and held them as their own. The 
Iroquois never disputed this, but for the past three years or so they have begun 
wanting to go onto the said lands, at Mr. Jillette's and Mr. Leon's42 instigation. 
[They are very certain that if they (had used) this land in common, there would 
not have been a single beaver left twenty-five years ago in the said river.43] 

It would be highly unusual if the Algonquins and the Nipissing were to come to 
share in the income the Iroquois derive from their lands. 

On the contrary, all the lands in general were divided up and shared among the 
nations by their ancestors almost one hundred years ago. Each nation received 
its native land as its inheritance, and none have disputed this before now. 

Ever since I myself have been in this village, neither the Iroquois nor any other 
nation has sought to encroach upon the Algonquin and Nipissing lands -- until 
about three years ago. 

42 See charges made against a trader Mr. Lyons, Doc. Nos. 105 and 111. 
43 

The sentence in brackets represents the best translation possible of a garbled original. 
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Mr. Bernard St-Germain, interpreter, who was born and raised in the village, 
will tell you that the Iroquois have never hunted on Algonquin lands, unless 
they were hired by the Algonquins and paid for their services. 

Since His Excellency the Governor is supposed to summon two of the main 
chiefs of each nation and give them a decision on their request, the two main 
chiefs, Kisainciss and Cons tent Penencey on behalf of all the others, humbly 
beseech you to intercede with His Excellency for them. 

[Translated from French] 

[Document No. 109] 

119. Several days later, on August 25,1827, a delegation of Algonquin and Nipissing 

War Chiefs met with Colonel Napier at Montreal to outline in detail their complaints 
regarding the alleged encroachments by both Indians and non-Indians: 

The Deputation stated, that they were ordered to solicit an Answer to the 
Petition which their Principal Chiefs took the liberty to present to the 
Commander of the Forces on the ftrst of this Month, when His Lordship passed 
their village at the Lake of Two Mountains, and that, in the event of no 
Communication being as yet received from Head Quarters on the subject, they 
were directed to request the Resident Agent to write to M. General Darling in 
their behalf: 

The Deputation at the Same time declared with grief, that the late decision 
respecting their Hunting Grounds, has produced Serious disturbance among the 
Indians in this District, and is likely to lead to alarming and ruinous 
Consequences to their Tribes in par?cular, As the .Ir~;~~d b;,d ~~::Jndians. 
under Shelter of the present ReeuIanon have been 1D~ t S 
u~p:m~ipled T~ders to plunder the L:ands on the'~~;~~l~:g ~~~ NIpIssm~ue. WhICh have been exclUSIvely OCCUPI u d 
Nipissin~ !ribes since the conquest of Cãn~d~~ì ~~:n~c: :~~~di;~~ ha,:e 
been Nursm~ the Beaver and other WIld Amm 0 e a [emphasIs 
added].- 

The Deputation Further stated that the late order, if enforced, will be the means of rendering the Individuals of their Tribes so many wandering Beggars throughout the Continent, as they are obliged to subsist entirely by the Chace [sic] and do not, like the Other Indians in Lower Canada possess any Seigneurial Lands or Property whatever.- 

The Deputation Stated in conclusion that their Tribes are and ever have been 
most anxious to preserve Peace and Good Order and to prove themselves deserving of His Lordship's protection and good opinion, But that they may as 
well be exterminated at once, As to be deprived of their only means of support for their Numerous Families, and that their principal Chiefs cannot possibly 
Answer for what may happen should their Young People detect the Iroquois 
and other Indians in the Act of plundering their Lands.- 

The Deputation ftnally observed that as their Y oun~ Men are daily ~oin~ off to 
their Huntin~ Grounds [emphasis added; note council was held in August], the Chiefs are anxious to be favoured with His Lordship's decision on their Petition 
as early as possible, with hope that it may avert the dreadful consequences likely to result to their Tribes from the excitement produced by the before 
mentioned Circumstances Among the Indians in the Montreal District.- 

The resident agent (James Hughes) replied to the delegation: 

That He regretted it was not in his power to Communicate to them the pleasure 
of His Lordship the Commander of the Forces on the Petition of the Algonquin 
and Nipissingue Chiefs, as he had not as Yet been honored with any 
Instructions from the Dy Superintendent General respecting it; but that he would 
immediately. " Lay their request before M. General Darling, who he was 
Convinced would give all possible attention to their Complaints.- 

The Resident Agent then informed the Deputation of the Substance of a letter .. . which He intended to forward by them to Captain Ducharme at their village, 
directing that officer to explain to the Indians Generally, and more especially to 
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the Iroquois Tribe, the punishment that awaits them should they presume to 
Commit depredations upon any other Tribe of Indians in defiance of the positive 
commands of His Lordship.. . 

[Document No. 110] 

120. Subsequently, Napier brought the matter to Major General Darling's attention [see 

Document No. 111] and, on August 29,1827, was advised by Darling as follows: 

In consequence of a petition presented to The Commander of 
The Forces, by the Algonquin and Nipissing Indians of the 
Lake of the Two Mountains when His Lordship recently passed their village on 
His way to the Rideau: I have received His Lordships Commands to desire, that 
such of the Chiefs of these tribes, as can be collected; together with the Iroquois Chief of Sault St Louis, those of St Francis and the British Chiefs from St Regis may be assembled in Montreal on the 25th day of September next, when 
a Communication will be made to them, on the subject of their Complaints. You will also require the Interpretors and officers of the Department from these 
Nations to be present, directing that the Chiefs appear in their medals and best 
Costumes. 

[Document No. 112] 

121. In accordance with these instructions, the Indians -- including the Algonquins and 
Nipissings 

-- assembled at Caughnawaga on October 5,1827. Major General 
Darling, the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, addressed the assembly: 

Your Father at Quebec has received many Petitions from you at different times on the same subject, particularly, from you of the Lake of Two Mountains, all complaining of the intrusion of White People, and of your Brethren of Different 
Tribes, on the particular Grounds on which you have been accustomed to hunt; 
In these complaints from you of the Lake, the Iroquois and Abenaquois are mentioned as the Chief offenders, and I fear that the Iroquois do not always conduct themselves like peaceable good Children. But hear what your Father says through me on this Subject, His Red Children and his white, are equally entitled to his Care and Protection, and He is disposed to render equal justice to 
both.- 

He cannot by the Laws of the Land prevent white people from going through the woods, or killing a Bear, or Beaver, where they meet with it. But it is not often the white People go hunting in the forest; when they do, the Indians must not venture to use any violence towards them, For your Father is bound by duty 
to our Common Father across the Salt Lake, to punish the Children who may be 
disobedient, and if any white Mans life is lost, for killing a Beaver, the red children by whom the act may be committed, must and will be punished - Do you not know that John Ornee and Alex. Sarastin of the Abenaquois Tribe have just been tried at Quebec for murdering two Americans near the Black Lake, in a 
quarrel about killing a Deer, for which offence Alexander would have been 
hanged, but that it was proved the American struck him first and knocked him down in consideration of his provocation will suffer a less punishment, but John Ornee has still to be tried for the murder of the other man, and if found 
guilty will certainly be hanged - Let this be a warning to you all that punishment will certainly follow such misconduct: but know also, that a white man will be punished for killing an Indian, with as much severity, as an Indian for killing a 
White Man, - The Law is the same to all, and the persons of White Men, and 
Indians will be equally protected.- 

Darling now turned to the question of access to the hunting grounds: 

Now as respects your complaints against each other; Listen to the advice your Father sends through 
me.- 

It is only of late years. that He has heard of your interferine with each other in your Huntine- Grounds. [emphasis added} If the Custom of your Nations 
makes this an offence, your Father can only advise you, one and all, to 
discontinue it, and to confine yourselves strictly to those grounds which have long been assigned to each.- 
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Let not the Iroquois interfere with the Hunting Grounds of the Abenaquois and Nipissingues nor must the Algonquins kill Bears or Beaver on the Grounds of 
the Iroquois or Abenaquois, but each hunt on the ~ounds allotted to his Tribe [emphasis added] - Hitherto you have shewn yourselves good and obedient 
children. Do not now, by any breach of the Law, cause your Father to turn his 
back upon you.- 

He desires that you the Chiefs will recollect how long you have lived in peace under the British Government, and that you will teach your young Men and children who are growing up, the necessity as well as the Advantage of living in 
Peace and friendship with each other, and of considering the White Men, as 
members of the same family; Receive this as the advice of a Father who is 
anxious for the happiness of all his Children alike - If you disregard it, He will 
turn his back upon you, and the Bounty of your Great Father in England which has been extended to you, for many years, will be entirely discontinued to the 
disobedient. - 

After cautioning each group "to confine (itself) strictly to those grounds which have 
long been assigned to each", the Governor concluded his speech, making the 
following proposal and commitment: 

I know that you of the Two Mountains who have no Land of your own, like the 
Iroquois of the Sault, and St. Regis, or the Abenaquois of St Francis from which money (or Revenue) is derived, will say your situation is worse than that of your Brothers, and that in years to come when your Hunting Grounds are all settled by white Men you must starve - But this is not so, if you are disposed to 
follow the example of the white Men, who are settled around you, your father 
will give you the same advantages they have received - A Small portion of Land will be granted to each family for the purpose of agriculture, but he cannot grant 
any tract of Land to be kept in a wild state as Hunting Grounds. - If any of your young men are now on the hunting grounds of other tribes and I find that some of the Algonquins and Nipissigues from the Lake, and some of the Iroquois, 
are up amongst the Chippawas at York,44 let them be called home, immediately 
and be admonished by the Chiefs not to trespass any more ... 
Constant Penicy, the Principal Chief of the Algonquins, & the Chiefs Amable 
Chevalier and Laurent Kessinsique of the Nipissingue Indians, then declared 
themselves perfectly satisfied with what has been said respecting their Lands, & 
promised to respect the advice that has been given them... 
Charlou Canawata, the Principal Chief of the Iroquois at the Lake of Two 
Mountains then Spoke as follows: 

Father- 

You have listened to the Other Tribes and have done with them; I now wish to speak in my turn.- 

We live in the same Village with the Algonquins and Nipissingues and are jealous that they pretend to a superiority over us, claiming all the Hunting Grounds for their own use: we shall therefore be glad of lands to cultivate. 

[Document No. 113] 

122. On October 27,1827, Darling wrote to Lieut. Colonel Givens regarding the above 
Council. Note the reference to the frequency of complaints of encroachment: 

With reference to that part of the proceedings wherein the Chippewas speak of 
Encroachment making on their grounds by Indians from the Lake of the two 
mountains: I beg leave to acquaint you that complaints of this nature have of late 
become so frequent and threats of personal violence have been so often reported 
to, that it was thought proper to assemble the Chiefs of Lower Canada at Caughnawagua on the 5th of October when I addressed them in a General 
Council in the name of the Commander of the Forces on this subject.- 

44 This may be a reference to Algonquins and Nipissings hunting on Mississauga and Chippewa lands outside of the Ottawa Valley. 
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A Copy of the part of the address I enclose that you may be acquainted with the 
views of His Lordship and that you may govern Yourself accordingly as 
circumstances may require in your intercourse with the Indians in your 
neighbourhood. Particular Orders were given at the Council that the four 
persons complained of by the Chippewas as intruders should be recalled and I 
request to hear further from you as to the attention paid to these orders. It is 
proper to add that the whole of the Chiefs declared themselves perfectly 
satisfied with the advice given to them on the occasion, which they promised cheerfully to follow, expressing a hope that the same forbearance would be 
exercised towards them by their Brethren in Upper Canada. I shall be glad to fmd that your admonitions to the same effect meet with due respect 

[Document No. 114] 

123. On March 13,1828, Givens advised Darling that Chippewas and Mississaugas were 
still complaining that their hunting grounds were being intruded upon by "Indians of 
the Lower Province": 

In reference to that part of your Letter of the 27th October which mentions, 
particular Orders were given at the Council held at Caughnawaga on the 5th of 
the same month, that the four persons complained of by the Chippewas as 
intruders should be recalled and requesting to hear further from me on the 
subject I have the honor to report that the Chippawas of this Post [York] have 
repeated their complaints of being encroached upon this Winter by Indians of 
the Lower Province. The Missessagues of the Rice Lake have likewise 
complained and Petitioned for protection against intruders and their threats of 
personal violence. 

The Chippawas have given me the name of the Chief who has annoyed them 
and is supposed to be at this time with his friends in the District The Missessagues have also given me the Names of those who have intruded and 
are still supposed to be hunting in the District 

Some of the Offenders are named in the margin. [In margin: Kanawaton, a 
Chief belonging to the Lake of Two Mountains & Party. Schawatetus, 
Puctoewa and Dickson, John Babtiste Aurison & Party.] 

I take this opportunity of acknowledging your Letter of the 14th Ultimo and of acquainting you that I shall avail myself of the first opportunity of communicating with Mr. Anderson and requesting him to furnish me with a 
Return of the Indians who have received Rations of Provisions and Presents at 
Drummond Island during the year 1827. 

[Document No. 115] 

The territory the Chippewas and Mississaugas considered as their hunting grounds is 

not known. 

124. On July 24, 1828, Darling prepared a comprehensive report on the state of the Indian 
Department in Lower Canada, enumerating Indians at the following places: 

The Indians of the Lower Province consist generally of the undermentioned Tribes; viz. 

Souls 179 - - Hurons - - 

82 - - Algonguins - - 

96 - - Abenaquais -) 
363 - - Ditto -) 
967 - - Iroquois - - 

348 - - Ditto -- 282 - - Ditto -- 355 - - Algonquins -) 
- 

--2.5.Q. - - Nipissings -) 
2,922 souls 

... 

at Lorette, near Quebec 
at Three Rivers. 

at Becancour and St Francis. 
at Caughnawagua. 
at St Regis, and 
at Lake of Two Mountains. 

at Lake of Two Mountains. 

[Document No. 116] 
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125. The following extracts from Darling's report dealt with the Algonquins: 

ALGONQUINS and ABENAQUAIS, of Three Rivers, St. Francis and 
Becancour. - These Indians, amounting in the aggregate to 541 souls, frequent the neighbourhood of Three Rivers, St. Francis and Becancour [All outside subject area]. 

. .. 
[ detailed description] 

... 

ALGONQUINS, NIPISSINGS and IROQUOIS, Lake of the Two Mountains. 
- The Algonquins and Nipissings of the Lake, amounting to about 600 souls. 
are an active and intelligent race, who were much employed in the late contest with America. They are settled in a village, on a spot of ground granted to them by the priests, who are seignieurs of the island of Montreal, but they have no land for cultivation; they therefore de.pend entirely upon their activity ~ exertions in hu~tine-. in which th~y are in e-eneraÌ s~ s~~~~;~~k~l~ ~~.~~ute a lare-e prQPortlon of furs to the stores of the North-West 

a___ _ Q_ _ 

___ Company [emphasis added]. 

Their situation is however becoming alarming, by the rapid settlement and improvement of the lan~s on the banks Of~~ ~~~~~~~ ~~~~ ~:~:tu~ placed by Government. m the year 1763. 
________ __ ____a_____Iy considered as their own [emphasis added]. 

The result of the present state of things is obvious, and such as can scarcely fail in time to be attended with bloodshed and murder; for, driven from their own resources, they will naturally trespass on those of other tribes, who are equally jealous of the intrusion of their red brethren as of white men. Complaints on this head are increasing daily, while the threats and admonitions of the officers of the department have been found insufficient to control the unruly spirit of the 
savage, who, driven by the calls of hunger, and the feelings of nature towards his offspring, will not be scrupulous in invading the rights of his brethren, as a 
means of alleviating his misery, when he fmds the example in the conduct of his 
white father's children practised as he conceives towards himself. 

[Document No. 116] 

126. On August 24,1828, D. Ducharme, Interpreter for the Indian Department at Lake of 
Two Mountains, wrote the following notice to "Traders on the Missisagee Lands"; 

This is to certify that the bearers, Francois Papineau, Pierre Wabikekegue, 
Francois Kakechiwann and Paul Ozawakijik have left this Place on a special Mission for their Brethren the Missisagees, principally to the Chiefs 
Kichinibiche and Minosekijik. I do therefore forbid you or any of you from molesting them under any pretence whatever, and leave them to enjoy any priviledges [sic] that may be allowed their Party by their Brethren the Missisagees. 

[Document No. 117] 

127. In 1829, Alexander Shirreff explored the country lying between the mouth of the 
Rideau and Lake Huron. In his report, Shirreff gives a detailed description of the 
timber, soil, hydrology, topography, and the suitability of land for cultivation of the 
territory he had explored. Shirreff noted that the country along the Ottawa River had 
not yet been settled (with the exception of Lake of the Chats) and claimed that there 
were several good tracts that should be laid open for that purpose. He also 
commented on the extent of Algonquin hunting territory as well as two encounters 
made with Indians in his travels: 

. .. On the upper des Allumettes are two trading houses, one belonging to the Company, called Fort William, and the other to some private traders. At these 
stations we had made little doubt of obtaining some distinct accounts of the 
country towards the Hurons, and also of procuring a guide acquainted with it, in our intended direction, at least until fairly past the division of the waters; but in both these particulars I was disappointed. The lands of the Algonquin 
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Indians frequenting the Ottawa, do not extend quite to the height of land, at least 
on the Nesswabic [Petawawa River]; and the traders on the Grand River, have 
no communication with the Mississaguas, who hunt beyond the Algonquins. ... [p.276] 

At the Cedar Lake, I remained nearly three days, partly delayed by bad weather, 
but chiefly waiting the arrival of a son of the Algonquin Chief, named Constant 
Pennaissez, who had established his winter quarters here.-- From him I 
received an excellent chart, which delineated the route as far as his hunting 
bounds extended, nearly to the source of the Nesswabic; but he could give no 
distinct information as to the the [sic] situation of the portages crossing the height of land. From Constant I learned that there was a much better route from 
the Ottawa thus far, than that which I had followed. It is by a stream entering 
the Cedar lake, from the north, and communicating with another, called after the 
Indian who hunts upon it, Map di Fong's creek [Amable du Fond River], flowing into the Little river. This, though the longest, is the smoothest route, 
and is always followed by the Indians passing between the Ottawa and the 
Cedar lake, with loaded canoes. ... [pp. 289-290] 

After a little searching we found a portage-path, which led to a small lake 
[TimberwolfLake], and from thence ascending a brooke still belonging to the 
eastern waters, we soon arrived at another carrying place, which, from its 
westerly direction and being distinctly tracked and marked, I did not doubt to be 
the proper route. Having proceeded along it nearly a mile, we were met by an 
Indian, only the second we had seen since leaving the Ottawa. It could not have 
occurred in better time, for I now found that we had missed the main route, and begun to follow an interior hunting track. 

He was one of the Iroquois tribe, who reside with the Algonquins, at the Lake of Two Mountains. They are generally robust, enterprising fellows; and, having no hunting territory of their own, frequently ascent the Ottawa and, passing over the grounds of their Algonquin friends make free with the beavers 
and otters on those of the Mississaguas. 

... [po 293] 

DDocumentNo.123] 

128. The following month, on March 30,1829, Lt. Colonel Napier sent a report to 
Colonel Couper on Indian conditions in Upper and Lower Canada. This report dealt 

with the possibility of establishing Indians in farming settlements. As regards Lower 
Canada, Napier wrote: 

The unconceded front of the Township of Gormanchester upon Lake St 
Francis, and the Right Bank of the River Ottawa, above the Township of 
Onslow, appear to possess Superior Advantages for the Establishment of Indian 
Settlements. 

Then turning to Upper Canada and general considerations, Napier continued: 

As respects the quantity of ground to be granted to Indians, I am of the opinion 
that in the fIrst instance, One Hundred Acres of Land ... would be amply 
suffIcient for Each Family and ... the lands set apart for Indian cultivation should only be provisionally assigned or be vested in Trustees, to prevent their being disposed of ... 

In Reporting upon the Nature and expense, and the duration of the Aid the 
Indians would require on being located in Provisions, Seed, Com Stock, 
Agricultural Implements, etc. I consider it necessary to observe that in order to 
attach the Indians to the spot where it may be deemed advisable to locate them, 
they should be made Comfortable: - 

They do not possess the industry or perseverance of American or Scotch 
Settlers, who, with little more than a blanket, an Axe, and a Scanty Supply of 
Provisions for each Person, are Capable of Establishing themselves upon Wild 
Land under the most trying privations. - It would, therefore, be advisable to build a Log House for each Family of Indians on being located and I have in 
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consequence introduced this item into the enclosed memo of the possible 
expense of settling a family of five persons ... one hundred pounds sterling. 

The Iroquois Tribe residing in a Village at the Lake of the Two Mountains, and 
the Algonquin and Nipissingue Indians at the same place do not possess any Landed Property in the Province from which Income is derived: -It is probable 
that a large proportion of the former may be induced to become Farming 
Settlers, with assistance from Government, and, that a selection of perhaps 
Twenty or More Families may be made from this Tribe to form an experimental 
Settlement. - 

Th~ Al~onquin and Nipissin~e Tribes are ~Xcl~~~~~:~t:~ ~r3:~rtaic~e IndIan Countty - and are Seldom to be seen 
in ~ 

- - - 
t 

=~fÏlli of Two Mountainsl exce.pt for a few Week;p~~: ~ ~ ~~~~ h~;i~ Majesty's Annual Bounty. I have therefore pI e d . f 
enquiIy: - These Indians subsist principally by the profits ari~in~~~th~ 
~ [emphasis added]. 

QDocumentNo.129] 

129. Shortly after Napier submitted this report the Algonquins and Nipissings drafted yet 
another petition requesting protection of their hunting grounds from encroachments. 
On April 28, 1829, this petition was forwarded to Sir James Kempt, Administrator 
of Lower Canada: 

. .. the Chiefs of the Tribes of the Algonquins and Nipissings of the Lake of Two Mountains... implore the Favour of His Excellency and pray him to take into consideration the request that the Petitioners have had the honour to 
present, the 29th July 1827, to his predecessor, Governor Dalhousie, claiming 
the Protection, of ,His Excellency a~ains,t cert~n ~u~:~t~ wh~ f~J~~: ~e~sb bore them premdice and troubled them in th~rr 

h_n____ _n th_ 
L____Lr _ 

y the Ottawa River [emphasis added]. 

The Petitioners also dare to observe to Your Excellency, that Governor 
Dalhousie seemed to lend a Favourable ear to the said request, and that the 
officers have since taken, in their favour, some light measure of protection, 
awaiting the decisive answer that His Excellency had made them hope for soon in that respect, during the last year of his administration; 

The Petitioners also dare flatter themselves that it would be permitted to them to 
seize the present occasion to renew at the same time the assurances of Their Fidelity, of their Devotion, and of their sincere recognition in respect of their 
good and August Sovereign George and of His new and worthy Representative 
in this Province for the Conservation and the Prosperity for which the 
Petitioners will never cease to pray_ 

In the name of all the Nations 
The Three Grand Chiefs Consten Penency 

Amable Paquaconan 
J. Bt. KilikoManitou 
For Lauran Kisainlik 

[Translated from French] 

QDocumentNo.130] 

130. On May 5,1829, Lt. Colonel Napier forwarded the petition to Lt. Colonel Couper, 
the Military Secretary at Quebec, together with the following recommendation: 

Understanding that the Persons Complained of by the Petitioners have within the last year committed extensive depredations upon the Hunting Grounds of the Algonquin and Nipissingue Tribes, and that the Indians, in the hope of obtaining the protection of His Majesty's Government, have Submitted to this 
species of Plunder with a degree of forbearance quite foreign to their Native Character, I 

am, under these Circumstances, induced to recommend, that a 
Public Notice may be issued forbidding all Persons from trespassing in any manner upon the Lands claimed by these Tribes, and secured to them by His Late Majesty's Proclamation dated the 7th October, 1763, a copy of which is 
herewith transmitted for His Excellencys information.- 
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The Al~onquin and Nipissin~e Indians possess stron~ Claims to thç 
Consideration of Government from their meritorious Conduct on Several 
occasions during the American Wars of 1775 and 1812, particularly in the Attack and Capture of Colonel Boerstler's Detachment at a critical period of the latter contest: - One of the Petitioners, the Chief Amable, was severely Wounded in the Expedition under the late General Burgoyne in 1777, for which he receives a Pension of One Hundred Dollars per annum [emphasis added].- 

[Document No. 131] 

131. On May 29,1829, C. Yorke wrote to Couper enclosing an application from Mr. 
Henderson for a grant of five islands in the Ottawa River. Henderson held a lease 
from "Indians" for the islands: 

By Sir James' desire I sent you the enclosed application for a grant of five islands in the River Ottawa made by a Mr. Henderson;- he seems to have got a lease of them from the Indians, but on his first application being recd last year Sir James desired me to write to CoI. By to inquire whether he was aware of 
any objection to the request being complied with, Sir James thinking it probable 
that the Islands might be required for some purposes connected with the works 
carrying on in that quarter. Col By was at that time too ill to attend to anything & Captn. Cole answered the letter; his Report is enclosed & is the second to promise something further I wrote to Mr. Henderson by Sir James' desire to tell him that he could not at any rate comply with his request at that time, but that he should not finally decide upon the application till he rec'd a further report. This report has never come, & I had forgotten the business till reminded by Mr. Henderson's letter which I reed. yesterday, & on showing it to Sir James he desired me to send you all the papers which I have much pleasure in doing 
together with this long story that put you as much in Gist?] with the merits of it as I 

am. 

I have written to Mr. Henderson to say that when H.E. finally decides upon his application he will be honored with a communication from you. 

[Document No. 132] 

A further letter from Yorke of the same day stated: 

The result of the reference to the Juge en Chef was simply a recommendation of council to make the inquiry I mentioned from ConI. By;- the grounds of the recommendation were principally that the size of the 5 Islands containing only 
between 10 & 15 

acres, their contiguity to the new bridge over the Ottawa, & 
the lease so lately obtained from the Indians (in March 1829) make it not improbable that some peculiar object had led to the application [emphasis 
added]. If you wish to get a copy of the Report will procure one from Mr. Ryland, but it is in fact exactly what I have stated. 

I send you a copy of my letter to CoI. By, which I omitted to do this morning. 

[Document No. 133] 

132. Napier investigated the complaints of encroachments and forwarded the following 
report to Lt. Colonel Couper on June 5, 1829: 

In obedience to the directions transmitted to me in Your Letter of the 9th Ulto: I have duly promulgated the decision of His Excellency The Commander of the Forces respectinf: the Tribes=~~ trespass qpon the Huntine- Grounds of the N{:onquin and Nipissinf:Ue 
__. __ 

[emphasis added]:- It being His Excellency's pleasure, that I should afford some specific and detailed cases of intrusion committed by Traders or Settlers upon those Hunting Grounds,l..hm the honor to Submit the Enclosed Affidavit from ~ ~ = Warrior of the ~ipissinf:Ue N~f~~~~:~:t~ ~~~;~;~; ~ 
. 

ass on the pan of a WhItë Trader by 
__ ______ __ ________ 

[emphasIS added]; 
and I expect to receive the particulars of one or two other cases of this description, whenever the Indians can obtain the Names of the Offenders:- With a view to lay before His Excellency the most satisfactory information in my power respecting the Situation and Circumstances of the Algonquin and 
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Nipissing Tribes, I beg leave to transmit the Accompanying Extract of a 
Communication from Sir John Johnson to the Military Secretary, upon the Subject of the injuries sustained by these Indians, and the Consequences likely 
to result therefrom, and agreeably to the permission conveyed to Me in Your 
Letter I have to State my opinion, that the measure proposed by the 
Superintendent General in the Year 1824, and recommended for the favorable 
Consideration of His Excellency in my Letter of the 5th Ulto: appears to me 
calculated to relieve these Tribes from the trespasses of which they complain, 
and to secure to them the Undisturbed possession of their Lands. 

DDocumentNo.135] 

The affidavit from Mr. Odjik which describes the exact location of the trespass reads 
as follows: 

Mission of the Lake of Two Mountains, County of York Today the second of 
June Eighteen Twenty-Nine before Dominique Ducharme Esquire one of 
Justices of the Peace of His Majesty, has appeared Francois Odjik, Indian, Nipissing of the said Mission, who after having made oath on the Holy Gospels 
said and declared That having been This spring on the hunting grounds belonging to his tribe, he found there the person name Robert McGregor having 
already begun to cut down trees and prepare the land saying that he was 
intending to cultivate there, and hunting there, and said Francois Odjik declares 
that the establishment started by the said Robert McGregor is found around the 
Lake known commonly in their language as Fishing Lake [Lac de la peche] at 
about eight leagues from the mouth of the river named the White River [La Riviere blanche], and says nothing more. 

DDocumentNo.134] 

133. On August 16, 1829, the Surveyor General's Office wrote to Lt. Col. York, Civil 
Secretary, regarding a petition from Mr. Henderson to obtain islands leased by him 
from the Indians on the Ottawa River. Note the discussion of jurisdiction and 
reference to Indian leases: 

I have the honor to state, that the Islands in the River Ottawa are Considered as belon~ne- to the Crown [emphasis added] - That this subject has already been 
under the consideration of His Majesty's Government previous to James 
Buchanan Esq. having received in 1828 a Location for two Island lying in front of his Land, in the Lochover [illegible], which Islands were previously 
occupied by an Individual under a Lease by the Indians [emphasis added], these 
two Islands were situated rather nearer to the Lower Canada shores whilst those 
Leased to Henderson are quite near the South Shore of the Ottawa on the Upper 
Canada side - This involves the question whether these latter small Islands are or are not within the limits of this Province - On Reference to the Proclamation of 1791 Dividing the two Provinces, The Words respecting the Boundary are as follows "Then along the North Western Boundary of the Seignioury of 
Vaudreuil, running North 250 East - until it strikes the Ottawa River: ----- the 
said River into Lake Temiscaming". 

DDocumentNo.139] 

134. Several days later, on August 19,1829, the following report on a dispute between 
Abenakis and Trois Rivières Algonquins was forwarded to Lt. Colonel Napier by 
Monsieur Ie Chevalier de Niverville, an interpreter with the Indian Department. Note 
that the Algonquins of Trois-Rivières stated that the lands upriver (i.e., west) of 
Masquinouge belonged to the Indians of the Lake of Two Mountains: 

Let us begin with the Algonquins. As concerns them, I will give you the same information that I sent yesterday to Mr. Duchesnay, the Indian Superintendent 
at Quebec. Having assembled the Algonquin chiefs and having asked them 
what was the extent of their hunting grounds, their situation and what right they had there, they answered me: 
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"The First White, who discovered Canada, found us on lands extending from Quebec, up to the River Assumption [Riviere de l'Assomption]. It is God who placed us on that extent of land, and we have never left it. Our ancestors made arrangements with the Hurons, and ceded to them the land from Quebec to Ste. Anne Laperade River, keeping for themselves the southwest half of the said 
river. That land which lies u.pstream from Masq:uinou~e45 belon~s to the 
Indians of the Lake of Two Mountain& [emphasis added]. -We claim [the land extending] from the southeast half of the said River Ste. Anne as far up as Masquinonge, and upstream along the River St. Maurice, about fifty leagues, to a place called Cococachechingue. We have so to speak a line which starts at the 
lands belonging to the King's posts runs up in a Southwesterly direction to where we have different lakes which separate our lands from those of the Tetes de Boule. 

At about thirty six leagues upstream on the river St. Maurice our lands border on the King's posts, after our lands lie those of the Tetes de Boule and after their lands, toward the north, are those of the Obegiwane Indians. 

The reason why we say, God has placed us where we are, is that the Abnekis 
were placed here by men. Our ancestors made arrangements with the Abenakis, but they no longer want to recognize them. What made us open our eyes, was General Darling's speech; he told us that all the words spoken bye his mouth came from the mouth of our Father who is across the great Sea; that he desires each Indian Nation to live on its own land as its ancestors did, and that those who heeded his words would always be on good terms with him; those who did not listen, he would reject. 

They also told me "we have in our possession a [wampum] belt handed down by our ancestors; this belt signifies that the Abenakis will hold [land to] the south of the St. Lawrence River and the Algonquins land to the North. The Abenakis had a similar belt, though they do not want to admit it. 

This then is what I can tell you about the Algonquins. 

As for the Abenakis, since I had no orders to go to St. Francis to take information on the spot, I again called together the Algonquins who gave me the following information to which I will add my personal information. This is what they told me: "The Elders have always told us that the Abenakis had 
always hunted to the south of the St. Lawrence River. Our ancestors always told us that there was a [wampum belt] between them and the Abenakis and that belt signified that the Algonquins would hunt to the north of the St. Lawrence River and the Abenakis to the south of the said River." 

As for my particular and personal information it may be summarized thus: the Algonquins for the past 25 or 30 years have hired Abenaqui Indians in their 
service. These Abenaquis and other explorers got to know the rivers and since then have been hunting on Algonquin lands. Before that time I never saw an Abenakis hunting north of the St. Lawrence. Sir, I am distressed at not being able to obtain for you a copy of the Request that Algonquins made to His Excellency. Mr. Badeaux Junior, who drew up this request, says he ripped up the rough copy. Mr. Duchesnay alone can give you a copy of it. 

[Translated from French] 

[Document No. 140] 

135. A week later, on September 1, 1829, Lt. Duchesnay, Superintendent of the Indian 
Department at Quebec, followed up this information, addressing further comments on 
the matter to both Lt. Cols. Napier and Couper: 

I have attentively perused the reports of Lt. Co!. Napier 27th VIto and that of M. Le Chevalier De Niverville of the 19th VIto /referred to met on the subject of the Claim of the Algonquins to the right to hunt exclusively on the North side of the St. Lawrence. I infer- from their representations and those of the Abenaquis, that the difficult point is, on the part of the latter to ~ their right, in any other way than their own. They pretend to hold this exclusive right as expressed by certain branches ofbeeds [wampum], which they still have in their possession, the only manner of proof Indians have amongst themselves. 

45 Masquinouge [Maskinongé] is located approximately 5 miles up a small river flowing into the north side of Lac Saint-Pierre about 30 miles west of Trois-Rivières which is on the Sl Maurice River. 67 



They further assure that the Abenaquis have a similar Collar of heeds, Which 
explains that they shall hunt on the Smull side only of the S1. Lawrence and the Algonquins on the Nm:ili. M. Le Chevalier De Niverville in his report, says 
"that for 25 or 30 years passed the Algonquins hired Abenaquis and Since that, 
they (the Abenaquis) have taken Knowledge of the courses of rivers etc. they 
have continued on the North Shore, but that previously he never saw an Abenaquis hunt on that side. It seems to me that he is perfectly of Opinion that 
it is an encroachment on the part of the Abenaquis _ 

The Superintendent then stated his conclusion thus: 

I conclude by declaring that I think: it a difficult and dangerous point to be 
settled by Government, as the proclamation of 1763 gives generally to the 
Indians the liberty of hunting on the ungranted or Crown Lands. But there 
appears no Document for any distribution of hunting lands exclusively to any Tribe. 
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136. In a report dated October 30, 1829, Duschesnay described as follows a meeting that 
he organized between the Algonquins of Trois-Rivières and the Abenakis to assist 

them in resolving their difficulties. While the disputed area is east of the Ottawa 
River watershed, the document's comments on the division of territories north and 
south of the S1. Lawrence give context to intertribal conflict over hunting grounds: 

I have the honor to report for His Excellencys information that I have assembled 
at Three-Rivers the Abenaquis Chiefs of Becancour and S1. Francis, the Hurons of Lorette and Algonquins of Three-Rivers, On the 26th Instant and held 
Council on the Subject of the existing difficulties between them concerning 
hunting grounds - Enclosed I send the haranges made on the occasion and such 
as they were interpreted.- 

I concluded from this investigation and the information I collected, That the Algonquins are correct When they say it was arranged by their Ancestors and the Abenaquis that they{fhe Algonquins/ should have the North side of the S1. 
Lawrence to hunt and the Abenaquis of Becancour and S1. Francis the South 
side - I am informed las is known by tradition! that their talk: at that time was thus interpreted, in French. "Toi Abenaquis, tu aimes la Chaleur, tu auras Ie 
Cote Sud pour ta chasse et nous Alguonquins accoutumes au froid aurons Ie 
Nord du fleuve. 

" 

Duschesnay then reiterated his point of view: 

I consider the present case as one both difficult and dangerous to decide. On 
one hand the Abenaquis must be in a wandering state the South side of the S1. 
Lawrence leaving but small tracts of ungranted lands and from its present rapid 
Settlements leaves no hunting grounds of any consequence. On the other hand 
the Algonquins, not the authors of this, have no other recourse than hunting 
while the Abenaquis have Land and Seigniorial rents. 

The Algonquin Chief Wishes by his Speech to have the question of right decided by a council of the Six Nations or by His Excellency; but the Abenaquis 
do not wish the measure of a council called but that His Excellency alone would 
decide. This convinces me that they apprehend it would be decided against them by a Council. 

I am happy to inform His Excellency that I have settled the difficulty between 
the Hurons of Lorette and the Algonquins of Three Rivers, by a written 
arrangement, inserted in the enclosed speeches & of which arrangement I shall give Copy to the parties & Which for ever after, will guarantee them against 
similar difficulties- 
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137. On November 10, 1829, Lt. Co!. Napier, Right Arm and Secretary of Indian 
Affairs, wrote to Lt. Colonel Couper, Military Secretary, advising that the 
Superintendent of Quebec's recommendation to issue presents in the fall would be 

difficult to carry out as the Algonquin and Nipissing Tribes typically left for their 
winter hunting grounds in August. His letter reads as follows: 

I have the honor to Acknowledge the receipt of two Letters addressed to you by 
the Superintendent of Quebec of the dates stated in the Margin, which you have 
been pleased to refer from my obselVations thereon, with reference to my 
Report of the 22nd Ultimo. 

In the Superintendent's Communication of the 3rd Ultimo, he states that the 
Annual Presents ought to be issued in the fall of the years "as it is then the 
Indians go to hunt." In reply to this suggestion, I beg leave to obselVe that 
altho such an Arrangement might perhaps Accommodate a few of the Lorette 
Indians who occasionally go to hunt about that period, it would certainly be a 

very serious inconvenience to a large proportion of the Indians in the District, to oblige them to wait for their Presents until the end of the Autumn, and amount 
almost to a prohibition of His Majesty's Bounty to the whole of ~~:~~~~in and NipissinQJ.1e Tribes and to those of the Iroquois and Abenaq ~ 

_ 

. 

:vho ~ Acc~sto~ed !o pass the Winter at th~rr H~~~i~~u~~:~ ;~~ 
Invanably qUIt therr V111a~es for that pm;pose. In th_ 

______ __ _ _ 
_D 

__ Au~st [emphasis added]:--- In support of this remark I have to Notice that the 
Chiefs at the Lake of the Two Mountains and St. Francis applied to me early in 
the month of July last, for their Annual Presents, requesting in a very earnest 
manner, that the issues might take place at the customary period, viz between 
the 10th & 25th July: as established by the Military Secretary's Letter to Sir John Johnson of 27th October 1823, an extract from which I beg leave to enclose herewith:--- The Superintendent's view of the subject generally appears to be at variance with the positive Command conveyed to me in the concluding 
paragraph of your Letter of the 29th September last, "that the periods for issuing those Presents in Lower Canada, Should be so regulated, as to present the Indians who have received Presents in the Upper Province from appearing 
at the issues in the Lower" And, as the Presents are in future to be issued to the 
Indians in Upper Canada, during the months of June and July, I am humbly of opinion that the object contemplated by Your Letter cannot be obtained unless 
the distribution in this Province is effected with the same period.--- 

With respect to the proposed alteration of the Day appointed for the issue to the wandering Indians who resort to Quebec from which the Superintendent 
apprehends so much difficulty, I would obselVe that as those Indians are known to loiter about in the neighbourhood of the Garrisons for a number of days previous to the distribution of their Presents they can I think be made 
Acquainted with the new arrangement in due time:----the period for this issue, 
as fixed by General Darling is the 5th October; that which I have suggested the 15th July.---- 

Adverting to the numerous objections in the Superintendent's Letter of the 4th 
Instant, to the measure proposed for regulating the issues to the Indians of 
Three Rivers and Becancour in future; I take the liberty to obselVe that the plan adopted last Year, is attended with much Unnecessary expense to the Public, in 
transporting goods from Montreal and Quebec for this SelVice, and requires an Officer of the Line to be withdrawn from each Garrison to witness the separate issues at St. Francis and Three Rivers, by this System also the Indians of St. 
Francis have been deprived of the Services of the Interpreter, who had previously superintended their affairs for several Years and who, to my 
personal knowledge, was particularly useful as the Medium of Communication 
between the Head of the Indian Department and the Chiefs of this Tribe, while on the contrary, the former arrangement, by bringing the Indians of the Three Villages together, once in each year, tended in a great measure, to preselVe a 
good understanding among those Tribes, and afforded them the opportunity of settling any difficulties they might have respecting their Hunting Grounds without the interference of the officers of the Department and certainly a 
Journey of a few Leagues by water would not prove of any inconvenience to the Indians of Three Rivers and Becancour during the summer season. I am of opinion that the Superintendent has not informed himself correctly on the subject, when he states that "Presents were formerly issued at Three Rivers to the St. Francis Indians":- Having made particular enquiry at this point, I have reason to believe that the system proposed in my Letter of the 22nd Ultimo had 
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actually existed for upwards of Twenty Years previous to the year 1818; and 
from the circumstance of the whole of the Issues to the Indians in the District of 
Three Rivers for the years 1826 and 1827, having taken at St Francis under my immediate Superintendence, I feel myself called upon to remark that the Superintendent at Quebec must be under a mistake as to the cause he assigns for 
the change which was order last year. I therefore respectfully submit that the 
Indians of Becancour and Three Rivers be replaced under the same superintendence with their Brethren at St. Francis, and that the Annual Issues to 
the Indians be made in future at the same time and place and as I conceive it is 
not intended to appoint an Interpreter exclusively for St. Francis, I beg leave to 
recommend that Interpreter de Niverville may be directed to resume the charge 
of that village. 
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138. On November 13, 1829, Napier filed a further report to Couper, regarding the 
ongoing dispute between the Abenakis and the Algonquins of Trois-Rivières. The 
report makes reference to the dispute over the Ottawa River watershed: 

In obedience to your reference upon the Proceedings of the Council held at 
Three Rivers in the 26th Ultimo, by the Superintendent of the Quebec District 
with the Chiefs of the Algonquin, Abenaquis & Huron Indians there assembled, 
and the Accompanying Letters from that officer, relative to the Claims of those 
Indians to hunt upon Certain waste Lands of the Crown situated on the North Shore of the River St. Lawrence. 

I have the honor to observe, that the Report of this Council, altho not 
unfavorable to the pretensions advanced by the Algonquins, does not establish 
their exclusive privilege to occupy those Grounds for Hunting purposes, or render it expedient, that their claim should be publicly recognized by His Majes!y:s Government: - I am the mor~~~~~~~o ~i~~~~ ~ ~~e~~~~t ;Om the OpInIOn ~xpress~ ~y !he Attol!ley 

M th~ Lake ~i th~~T;;~vM~ ~~: the AlennqUIn and NunssIn~e Tnbe; 

_. u~ adv~rted t~ in Your ~tter of th~ ~nd J~~: ii:~ ~ TIi~ ~~~ti~~~~rli;J r: Vanous Tnbes of Indians InhabItIn~ tit 
VInC L .. 

n 
amon~ t~emselves a~d the Boundmý ?~.~~~~~:~~~~~~:Ji~:~ b; 
them: It IS therefore. In my humble õpl 1 

L v 

Ï1 Circumstances Stated in the Su.perint"e~d~~i';L;ñ; ~iili~ 3 ï; U 
to:. that the presen! question,shoul? be disposed ~~ ~;~~~~T t~ :~.~~~~ <iI~t~~~:Jby a 

CouncIl of the SIX NatIons) as Dro.,pÕ ~ n 1 h f [emphaSIS 
added].- 

I beg leave to remark that the Abenaquois Indian, Charles Annance, alias Catanche has misrepresented to the Council, the purport of the inquiries which I made at St. Francis in order to obtain the information required by Your Letter of the 12th, of August last: - I did not ask the Abenaquois Chiefs "upon which ~ of the River St. Lawrence they wished to hunt," as reported by this Indian! 
- The Questions which I put to the Chiefs on that occasion were as follows: 
1st:-- That, they should state the situation and extent of their Hunting Grounds? 2nd:-- To explain the Nature of the Authority upon which they found their Claim to hunt upon those Grounds whether exclusively or Otherwise?- 

Adverting to the Superintendent's suggestion that the Chiefs should be furnished with commissions to prevent a recurrence of the imposition practised upon him by the above named Indian at the late Council, it appears to me, that such marks of distinction should be Confined to the Principal or Grand Chief of each tribe.- 
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139. A Numerical Return for Indians of Lower Canada, dated November 25,1829, 
included the following at Lake of Two Mountains: 4 Nipissing Chiefs, 1 Algonquin, 
and 1 Iroquois. [See Document No. 154.] Another return lists Nipissings _ 2 Great 
Chiefs, 2 Chiefs; Algonquins - 1 Great Chief; Iroquois - 3 Great Chiefs. [See 
Document No. 156.] [See Document No. 162 for Chiefs listed two months later.] 
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